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ETHICS IN UFOLOGY 

Ethics in ufology is not a new theme in UFORAN editorials, in fact, this subject received 
excellent coverage in Mark Moravec's Guest Editorial, "Responsibility in UFO Research", in 
Vo1.3, No.2, of this magazine. Since the writing of that editorial the Australian Centre 
for UFO Studies has adopted a "Code of Ethics for UFO Investigators" compiled by Mark 
Moravec and extending acknowledgement to Jenny Randles and ASSAP, upon whose proposed code 
the document is based. 

The ACUFOS Code of Ethics has three sections, namely, "Responsibility to the Witness, 
Responsibility to the Public and Responsibility to Ufology". 

Section 1, Responsibility to the Witness, stresses the necessity of confidentiality, con­
cern for the witness's best interests, respecting the witness's wishes and property, dis­
cretion when evaluating a case and deciding on a future course of investigation which must 
be fully explained to, and agreed upon, by the witness. In short, "the physical health and 
psychological well-being of the witness should be of primary concern to the investigator 
throughout the investigation". 

Section 2, Responsibility to the Public, stresses courtesy and respect when dealing with 
the public and authorised bodies, the necessity of notifying the police or other responsible 
body if a situation dangerous to the public is encountered during an investigation. Ad­
ditionally, "information acquired in the course of an investigation shall not be released 
to the news media without permission from the witness. The investigator shall not issue 
premature or unsupported statements to the news media concerning any case under investiga­
tion". 

Section 3, Responsibility to Ufology, stresses the free flow, and exchange, of information, 
bearing in mind that "an investigator has the right to place limitations on the extent to 
which information he has acquired shall be published, he should, nonetheless, make it 
available for research purposes to his fellow scientific investigators, by whom due ack­
nowledgement should always be made". Additionally, "wherever possible, interviews should 
be conducted by two investigators so as to increase the reliability of the information ob­
tained. All interviews, particularly in cases of high strangeness� should be electronical­
ly recorded unless the use of a recorder is objected to by the witness, or by his parent 
or guardian • • •  Reports should include a signed statement by the witness. Except where no 
restrictions have been imposed by the witness, any investigation report should clearly 
indicate which items are confidential, and such items should not be included in any copy 
of the report that is available for public or external inspection. So as not to bias 
witness testimony, the investigator should not discuss his personal theories with a witness 
during the course of an investigation. In particular, the investigator must not make ir­
responsible, alarmist, statements which are based on opinion rather than fact". 

ACUFOS Identity Cards are issued only after an application is submitted stating the appli­
can�s agreement to adhere to the ACUFOS Code of Ethics. This gives the organisation redress 
against any individual or organisation which violates the code and further reinforces the 
effectiveness of the Code of Ethics for UFO Investigators-

UFORAN strongly supports this very responsible document and shares ACUFOS's belief in the 
practical application of common sense ethics. 

Ufology has suffered in the past, and continues to suffer, the unethical exuberance 
of amateurs for whom ufology is a matter of conviction, and personal glory, rather than 
objective study. However, the responsible conduct of ACUFOS, and similar organisations 
overseas, is lending ever increasing respectability to this once ridiculed subject-1 
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"ADVENTURE UNDER THE EQUATOR" 

TRANSLATED BY T I BER I US A. TOPOR 

(UFORAN Correspondent - Rumania) 

The fol lowing is t ranslated from Gerhard 
Cordier's article which appeared in NEUER 
WEG (Buchares t) on November 13 , 1982. It 

is based on an interview with Captain Stefan 
Freitag , reporter Edmund Hofer and certified 
engineer Gustav Ruckert. 

C a p t a i n  F re i t ag, comma n de r of the ca rgo sh i p  
1 1 Bocsa 1 1 , o f  t h e  R uman i an Me r chant  Ma r i n e, 
re l a t e d  t h e  fo l l ow i ng ,  i n te rest i ng, even t 
wh i ch occu r red two d ays a f te r l eav i n g 
Tuba rao ( B raz i l ) , j ust unde r t he eq uato r .  
Th i s  i n c i den t took p l ace on Sep t embe r 1 7  
and,  i n  t h e  wo rds of  Capt a i n  F re i t ag,  ''i t 
was a bou t 2 1 00  hou rs . The o f f i ce r  on wat ch 
h a d  just dete r m i ned  ou r pos i t i on an d check­
ed  o u r  coo r d i n a tes t h rough a n av i ga t i on 
sa te l l i te .  The d a t a  co i n c i ded . We we re a t  
1 1 ° 3 7 ' sou t he rn l a t i t ude  an d 3 3°2 8 ' west ­
e rn l ong i t ude, t h at i s, abou t t he edge of 
the 200 sea-m i l e  l i m i t of the B raz i l i an 
te r r i to r i a l  wa t e rs . 

1 1As i t  was j ust a fte r sun se t ,  t he re was the  
poss i b i l i ty o f  see i n g a sa te l l i te p ass i ng 
ac ross t he sky . I j ust wan te d  to me n t i on 
t h a t  poss i b i l i ty beca use an o f f i ce r, who 
h a d  j ust l e ft t he de ck, shou t ed, 1 I see a 
sa t e  11 i te  • .  I rushed  out,  b u t  the  sh i ny 
po i n t he  obse rved showe d l at e ra l l y  green 
l i gh t . l t  cou l d  t h us h a ve been an a i rp l ane 
f l y i ng f rom Sou t h  Ame r i ca to Af r i ca .  

1 1 1 was re t u rn i n g to the comman de r ' s deck 
when the man sho uted  aga i n :  ' Look ove r 
t h e re, one mo re sa t e l l i te ' ! The phenomenon 
t a k i n g p l ace b e l ongs to the  l ong  l i st of 
unknown cases i n  wh i ch U FOs we re seen,  that  
i s , t he st r i c t l y  sc i en t i f i c  cases of un ­
i de n t i f i e d f l y i n g obj ects1 1 .  

As Ca p t a i n  F re i t a g  l e f t  t he comman de r' s 
de ck, to l ook a t  t h e  1 1sa te l l i te 1 1 f rom t h e  
o t h e r  s i de, he  saw a f u l l - moon - l i ke 1 1some­
th i ng1 1 t h a t  was pa l e  co l ou red . Bes i de i t , 
a 1 1st a r 1 1 was sh i n i n g b r i gh t l y  and  be came 
b r i gh t e r, mo re b r i l l i a n t  a n d  grea te r i n  size 
un t i l i t  was the same magn i t ude as the f i rst 
obj ect,  t h a t  i s , f u l l - moon s i ze .  Then, i t  
a l so grew pa l e r .  The two obj ects d i sappe a r ­
ed  a n d  1 e f t  beh i n d a sh i ny c 1 oud . · I n  t he 
m i d d l e  o f  the t h i r d 1 1moon 1 1 ,  wh i ch p resen t l y  
a p pea red 1 i ke t h e  o t he r two, an exp l os i on 
was obse rved . An o range l i gh t  ra d i a ted from 

t he core o f  t he phenomenon an d, i n  a ma t te r  
o f  m i n u tes, cove red the  who l e  o f  t he 1 1moon 1 1  
w i t h  a r i n g, l i ke t hat  of  Sat u rn , wh i ch 
shone a round t h e  phenomenon wh i ch was t u rn­
i n g pa l e . 

Capta i n  F re i tag  ca l l ed t he c rew and  fou rteen 
men came on deck . The Cap t a i n  shot  a few 
seq uen ces wh i l e t he phys i c i an and boatswa i n  
took some p i c t u res.  I n  t he mean t i me,  a 
fou r t h  1 1moon 1 1  appeared  and wen t  th rough t he 
same phases as t h e  t h i rd had  done . l t  h a d  
a ve r t i ca l  c rown of  rays.  Sud den l y, t h e  
1 1sta r 1 1 became ra p i d l y  l a rge r - i t  l ooked as 
i f  a h eaven l y  body was fa l l i ng  upon the 
sh i p  a t  fant ast i c  speed . The phenomenon ' s  
s i ze i n c reased  to that  of a g i an t  sun . The 
c rew f l ew i n  a pan i cked c rush towa rds t he 
doo r .  The dog, ea 11 ed Lord , howled <Tld oo rked . 

Capt a i n  F reit ag reached t he s i de of  t he sh i p  
whe re t he phenomena was occu r r i ng; i t  seemed 
to have ha l ted and now shone i n  a l l t he ra i n ­
bow co l ou rs and  was su r rounded by a f l i cke r­
i ng sh i ne .  Then i t  grew pa l e  and  d i sappea r­
ed,  l eav i ng beh i n d a phospho rescen t c l ou d . 
Su ch was a l so t he case w i th t h e  f i f t h  phen­
omenon . 1 1 1 must st ress t h a t  t h e  who l e p ro­
ce ss took p l ace i n  a bso l ute  s i l ence and, 
a l so, that no hea twaves we re fe l t .  On l y  the 
Ge i ge r  Coun te r wh i ch I ,  a l as, b rough t  too 
l a te, showed an i n tens i f i ed rad i a t i on i ns i de 
t h e  sh i p  and on a l l t he c rew membe rs.  I 
coun ted  5 rads outs i de, 6 rads on t he fou r­
teen  c rewmen who w i tnesse d t he phenomena and  
on  t he sh i p ' s  ou t boa rd I coun ted  7 rads1 1 .  

Af te r the  ph enomena d i sappea red, the sh i ny 
c l ouds t h a t  rema i ned, cou l d  be seen fo r a l ­
most h a l f  an hou r .  Around  the sh i p  a g l ow 
co u l d  be seen l i ke t h at of a fu l l -moon n i g h t, 
b u t  t he re was no moon i n  the  sky . The c l ouds 
shone w i t h a green i sh - b l ue l i gh t . 

A day l a t e r ,  on Septembe r 18, t he crew of  a 
B r i t i sh sh i p ,  com i ng f rom Sou t h  Af r i ca and  
head i ng fo r Be rmuda, saw, a t  a bout  the  same 
t i me, and  a few degrees nea re r  the  eq uator, 
seven phenomenon of  t he s ame type . Capta i n  
Da v i d  J oh anson o f  t he 1 1Tenchban k 1 1  commun i ­
cated w i t h  Capt a i n  F re i t ag who had asked t he 
Coast Gua rd fo r an exp l anat i on but h ad re­
ce i ved no answe r . l 
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''MYSTERIOUS TRACES NEAR PORDENONE MAY BE UF011? 

TRANSLATED BY MASSIMO GRECO 

(UFORAN Correspondent - Ital y) 

SOURCE: Il Giornale di Brescia - August 8, 
1983. 

P O R DENONE - A p e r fectly rectangu l a r t race , 
w i t h  t h e  grass an d g roun d  b u rned  ( nobody . 
knows why ) ,  was fo und  on Sa t u rday a t  V i l lotta  
d i  Ch i ons, a sma l l v i l l age nea r Po rdenone 
( no r t he rn I t a l y ) . On a space be tween a 
ma i ze c rop and  a d i t ch,  edged  by t rees , t he 
grass h as been b u rned i n  a ve ry regu l a r  
mann e r .  The t race has the  sh ape o f  a rec­
t angl e 32 me t res l ong  and  1 . 80 me t res w i de .  
A l l a round  t he rectan g l e t he grass i s  ve ry 
h i gh an d l ush wh i l st,  i ns i de, the rema i ns 
of  a p l ast i c  ma te r i a l  we re foun d . Howeve r, 
t he poss i b l e  p re-ex i stence of these cannot 
be exc l uded . S i gns  o f  b u rn i ngs we re a l so 
found  on pa rt of t he t rees l eaves an d on 
the ma i ze .  

The d i scove ry occu r red on Sa t u rday a f te rnoon 
and  was made by a fa rme r. The "Cen t ra 

U fo l og i co Naz i ona l e" ( C . U. N . ) st a r ted  a 
se r i es o f  i n vest i ga t i ons in to the e p i sode . 
Accord i ng to st atemen t s· made by some i n d i ­
v i d ua l s  ( t he C. U. N .  d i d  not g i ve t he i r 
n ames) , a c i ga r-shaped obj ec t cou l d  have 
l an ded i n  the ne i gh bo u rhood of V i l l o t t a and  
t aken of f i mmed i a te l y .  Dur i ng such a man ­
oeuv re, the "U FO' '  cou 1 d h ave ca used t he  
b u rn i ng of t h e  grass .  

P ro f. An ton i o  Ch i umen to , membe r of  t he Boa rd  
of D i rectors of C . U. N.,  cond ucted some in ­
vest i ga t i ons i n to the  t race an d made d raw­
i ngs an d took gound samp l es which we re sen t  
to a chem i ca l  l abo rato ry i n  Go r i z i a. 

The main t race i s  a re ctang l e ,  3 2  metres 
l ong  an d 1 . 80 me t res w i de, burn t w i t h s i gns 
of  h i gh tempe rat u re . The t race's edges a re 
pe r fect l y  sq ua red. ·�o g i ve an i dea of the 
accu racy of the edges' ' ,  noted P rof . C h i unerto , 
"we may t h i n k to a so l e  razo r ' s cu t ' '. l  

11ANOTHER MYSTERIOUS TRACE: IS THE UFO A MILITARY AIRPLANE11? 

TRANSLATED BY MASSIMO GRECO 

(UFORAN Correspondent - Ital y) 

SOURCE: Il Giornale di Brescia - August 9, 
1983. 

PO RDENONE - We we re st i l l w r i t i ng about  the  
rect angu l a r  t ra ce l e f t  du r i ng the  l ast few 
d ays, may be by a U FO, i n  V i l l o t t a  d i  C h i ons, 
wh en ano t he r t ra ce was fou n d  a t  Cese n a  d i  
Azzano De c i mo .  The b u rned ma te r i al fou n d  
i ns i de t h e  t race i s  of  t he same type a s  t h a t  
fou n d  i n  t h e  V i l l o t t a  t race . 

The shape  o f  the  t race i s  d i ffe ren t .  l t  i s  
c i rcu l a r w i th some 1 i t t l e ,  we l l  ou t l i ned,  
c i rc l es i ns i de wh i ch a re suggest i ve o f  c i rc­
ula r l an d i ng " l egs" . The p l a ce whe re t h e  
se cond  t race was found  i s  on l y  a few k i l o­
me t res f rom the  Po rdenone-Po r togrua ro h i gh ­
way , on a meadow whe re t h e  grass was ve ry 
re cen t l y  cut.  At V i l l ot ta t he re we re no 
w i tnesses , howeve r, h e re we h ave one w i tness 
- a f i she rman of Azzano Dec i mo  who was nea r  
the  s i te .  He st ated  that  he saw a c ra ft 
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( t he  type w i th ve r t i ca l  take-o f f  l an d i ng 
gea r )  l an d  i n  t he a rea a t  about  5 p . m .  
yeste rday . The w i tness d i d  n ot note any­
th i ng u n usua l i n  th i s  fact be ca use t he p l ace 
i s  nea r the NATO A i rbase of Av i ano whe re 
su ch c ra f t  cou l d  poss i b l y  be l o ca ted  ( even 
i f not o f f  i c i a l 1 y) . 

I n  t h i s  second  case we have maj o r  pe rplex i ­
t i es .  l t  seems t h a t  somebody wan ted to 
suggest aga i n  the t h i ngs d i scove red a t  
V i  l l ot ta .  

Today, f rom a un i ve r s i ty i n  P i sa ,  O r  Co r rado 
Ma l anga ( ano t h e r  C. U. N. membe r )  shou l d  be 
a r r1v1ng.  Th i s  chem i st, ca l l ed i n  by P rof. 
Ch i um i uen to , w i l l  ana l yze the ma te r i a l  found 
i ns i de t he t race. Upon f i rst exam i n a t i on , 
the  t race seems to be res i n .  Howeve r, i f  i t  
i s  t r ue t h a t  a ter rest r i a l c ra f t  l anded i n  
t he Azzano De c i mo medow , we can not exp l a i n  
how i t  cou l d  l ose "some t h ing" du r i ng the 
manoeuv re. l 



"NOT UFOs BUT ONLY VARNISHERS" 

TRANSLATED BY MASSIMO GRECO 

(UFORAN Correspondent - Ital y) 

SOURCE: La Notte {printed in Milan} ponen ts, who b u rned some me t al l i c  f rames to 
e l i m i n a te the pa i n t an d so use t hem aga i n. - August 18, 1983. 

P O R DENONE - D I GOS age n ts ( t he I t a l i an 
Coun t e r - esp i onage Agency}  h a ve d i scove red 
t hose responsi b l e  fo r the  myste r i ous t races 
foun d  on a meadow of V i l l o t ta d i  Ch i on s  and 
on ano t h e r i n  Az zano De c i mo. At f i rst t he 
t ra ces a p pea red to be caused by a U FO l an d ­
i ng .  

A de t a i l ed repo r t  on the i n c i dent  has been 
sen t  to  the Magist rate who w i l l  dec i de 
whe t h e r  t h e re a re g�ounds fo r a cha rge to be 
l a i d  aga i n st those respons i b l e  fo r the fa l se 
a l a rm. 

Yes; b u t  who a re those respons i b l e  fo r t he 
fa l se a l a rm? A re t h ey va rn i she rs o r  

Those respons i b l e  a re the  owne rs o f  a f i rm, 
spe c i a l i z i ng i n  varn i sh i n g f u rn i t u re corn-

t he peop l e  who ca l l ed i n  the po l i ce?l 

AN A TO Z OF UFO EXPLANATIONS 
( BY PAUL & CASSANDRA SOWIAK-RUDEJ) 

CONTI NUED FROM PREVI O US I SSUE: 

Thi s articl e  is not i ntended to represent an exhaus ti ve l i s t  of al l possibl e or proposed 
expl anati ons for UFO acti vi t y ,  b u t  is desi gned to show somethi ng of the range and nature 

of the s ol u t i ons that vari ous researchers , au thors etc . have consi dered . If i t  opens 
peopl es' mi nds , or s timul ates t hem to exami ne the evi dence , i t  has ful fi l l ed i ts purpose . 

CD 
IMAGERY HYPOTHESIS - P roposed by : K. Baste rf i e l d. Concept : Some U FO s i ght i ngs 
a re ca used by hy pnopomp i c  a n d  hy pnogog i c  i mage ry wh i ch occu r a t  s l eep/wake i n te r­
faces. Sou rce : U F Os - The I mage Hypo thes i s, K. Baste r f i e l d, Reed  Aust . 1 9 8 1 . 

INTERRESTRIAL - P ropose d by : Va r i ous a u t ho rs e t c. Con ce p t : UFOs come f rom Ea r t h  and 
a re, i n  fa ct, sec ret  weapons de ve l ope d by one of  t he maj o r  powe rs. Sou rce : Seve ra l a u t ho rs. 

INTERDIMENSIONAL - P roposed by : B. Down i ng,  C.  W i l son, J.  Kee l ,  and othe rs. Con cep t :  
The un i verse i s  i n  fact made up  o f  mu l t i p l e  d i mens i ons t h a t  a re norma l l y  i nv i s i b l e  to 
each o t he r.  They va ry by ha v i ng d i ffe ren t a tom i c v i b ra t i on rates, d i ffe ren t  dens i t i es of 
ma t t e r  e t c. , an d obj ects f rom ano t he r d i mens i on can occas i ona l l y ma te r i a l i se as U FOs. 
Acco r d i n g to t h i s  v i ew of t h e  top i c ,  o t he r st ran ge occu rrences, such as the Be rmu da T r i ang l e  
even t s, a re pa rt  of t he same phenomenon.  Sou rce :  0 .  B i n de r, op. c i t. ,  J .  Kee l ,  op. c i t. ,  
C.  W i l son , op. c i t . 

KINETIC CONNECTION - P roposed by : D r  M. Altsch u l e r. Con cept : UFO  act i v i ty 
i s  assoc i a ted w i t h  n a t u ra l  d i saste rs, such as ea r t hq uakes, an d w i th powe r l i nes, 
gene ra tors e t c. Th i s  can be i n te rp reted  i n  two ways : U FOs a re n a t u ra l phenomena 
ca used by  f r i c t i on an d st a t i c  e l e c t r i c i ty;  o r  they a re p resent  a t  these t i mes i n  
o rde r to st udy t hese events. Sou r ce : J .  Kee l  op. c i t . 

LIQUOR SMUGGLER - P roposed  by : No rweg i an O ff i c i a l s. Con cep t :  U FOs a re rea l l y  
c ra f t  be l on g i n g to l i q uo r smug g l e rs, who f l y  i n  d i sg u i sed a i rc raft  to avo i d  de­
tect i on .  Sou rce : J. Kee l op c i t. 

To be conti nued . . .  
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THE CORRELATION BETWEEN SOLAR ACTIVITY AND UFOs 
BY STAN SEERS 

I have,over the years,referred to a marked correlation between 
s olar acti vity and the a ppearance in our atm�s phere of UFOs , 
s ome of the e vidence for whi ch is include d in my book - "UFOs 
- The Case for S cienti fi c  Myopia " .  

Reade rs may recall the UFO s ighting re ports, gi ven wide publ icity 
by th e media, that occurred in Victoria, Aus tra li a, on the 20th 
and 21s t  of May th is year, and again on the 22nd of J uly at 
Me lton, near Me l bourne . 

Re ·cently, I recei ved my copies of the Provi s i onal S uns pot Num­
bers cove ring that partic ular peri od, copi es of whi ch are repro­
duced here ,  for re aders and s cienti s ts alike. 

As you w i l l observe both s ighting periods - witnes sed by s cores 
of obse rvers - have occurred on days of intense s olar acti vi ty 
which are underlined here . 

We are n ow heading for S uns pot Minima which I have been g i ven to 
unders tand wil l  occur towards the end of 1985 , or early 19 86, 
at whi ch time we wi ll mos t certainly s ee a s pate of UFOs s ome ­
whe re in the world .  

Thi s  c orrelation between s olar acti vi ty and UFOs has occurred 
in the pas t  at both Maxima and Minima e ver s ince the time we 
humans first monkeyed with the atomic bomb.in 1945 . 

PROVIS IONAL SUNSPOT NUMB ERS FOR MAY 1983 

I:Ependent on observations at Locarno Specola Solare, complemented by an international net­

work, and determined at the Observatoire Royal de Belgique. 

Twenty eight cooperating stations on June 1st, 0830 UT. 

DAY 
R '  

I DAY 
R '  

I 

1 114 16 99 
2 104 17 9 3  
3 9 4  1 8  9 9  
4 85 19 88 
5 95 20 10 5 
6 88 21 110 
7 9 2  22 104 
8 9 3  23 96 
9 110 24 111 

10 121 25 106 
11 101 26 115 
12 114 27 9 0  
13 1 3 2  28 68 
14 125 29 88 
15 1 30 30 75 

SMOOTHED MEAN FOR NOVEMBER 1982: 94.7 

3 1  60 

MEAN l00 .2 
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SOLAR ACTIVITY AND UFOS 

PROV IS IONAL SUNSPOT NUMBERS FOR JULY 1 9 8 3  

Dependent o n  observations a t  Locarno Specol a Sol are, complemented b y  a n  international net­

work, and determined at the Observatoire Royal de Bel gique. 

Thirty cooperating stations on August 1, 0930 UT. 

DAY 
R' 

I DAY 
R '  

I 

1 62 1 6  9 3  
2 5 9  1 7  96 
3 6 1  1 8  98 
4 8 7  1 9  96 
5 80 20 101 
6 79 21 109 
7 74 22 1 14 
8 82 23 9s 
9 69 24 105 

10 59 25 85 
11 6 8  26 58 
12 86 27 49 
1 3  85 28 40· 
14 88 29 77 
1 5  92 30 89 

SMOOTHED MEAN FOR JANUARY l983: 92. 8 

3 1  1 10 

MEAN 82.1 

�. ""'-" 

------
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HOW TO MAKE YOURSELF A BETTER OBSERVER 
By Keith Basterfield 

I n  order to ascertain if there i s  a mundane 
cause for a UFO report, one nee ds to obtain 
certain b as i c  data from the pers on reporting 
the s ighting. Likewi s e , i f  you yourse l f  ob­
serve an ob j ect in the sky, i t  i s  good to 
be ab le to gi ve others an accurate account 
of what you s aw .  

Some of the basi c  pieces of information nec­
essary are :  

(1) The bearing or az imuth . 

(2) The angular e le vation . 

(3) The angular s ize a nd ve locity . 

BEARING 

Thi s  is the angle, meas ured cl ockwis e from 
a l i ne indicati ng north to any other line 
i ndic atin g a di re cti on, or l ine of s i ght, 
from an observer. Eas t is 0 9 0 °, s outh is 
180 °, wes t  is 270 ° and north-we s t  is 315 °  
(i . e .  270 °+45 °). Be arings , wh ich may b e  

gi ven i n  terms of true, grid, or magnetic, 
are, in all cases, taken from north . 

I t  is us ual ly mos t conven ient to use magnet­
ic north. Most investigators have a camp� 
to use for thi s  purpose.  

True north is the dire cti on of the geograph � 
cal pole from you. Grid north is the di rec­
tion in which gri d  l ines of a map point. 
Magnetic north is the di rection indicated 
by a magneti c compas s  needle . 

You shoul d make a point of knowing whe re 
north i s  from your h ouse and thus all other 
dire cti ons. Al s o  be aware that the s un i s  
due north a t  about noon and that the stars , 
in the s outhern hemisphere, l ook ing n orth, 
travel from your right to your left, i . e .  
e as t  to wes t, as do the pl ane ts an d the 
moon . 

ANGULAR ELEVATION 

I t  is use l e s s ,  in the absence of more than 
the normal ly avai lab le informati on, to s ay 
that an object s een in an empty sky i s  a 
certain s ize an d s o  many hundreds of metres 
up. We s imply have no way of j udging these 
figures with the nak e d  eye. 

Angular e l e vation is th e bes t  way of record­
ing the pos iti on of an obj ect above the 
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horizon. We take the horizon as O,and di ­
re ctly overhead as 90 , �nd divi de the di s ­
tance in between into 9 0  segments, e ach of 
which we wi l l  cal l a degree.  Thus , i f  an 
obj e ct is directly overhead, we s ay it has 
an angular e levation of 90 de gree s ,  writte n 
as 90°. I f  an obj ect appears to be half way 
between the hori z on and overhead i t  has an 
e levation of 45 °. A thir d of the way to 
overhead from the horizon is 3 0 °  and s o  on. 

A rough es timate of angtes may be made as 
fol l ows : 

20 ° - the angle s ubtended by the dis tance 
from the tip of the thumb to the tip 
of the little finger, with h and extend­
de d at arms l ength from the body and 
with fi nge rs spread apart . 

10 ° - between outer edges of oute r knuckles 
of fis t  he l d  at arm ' s length . 

2 °  - acros s  thumb at arm ' s  length. 

ANGULAR SIZE AND VELOCITY 

"The UFO was as big as an orange", or,"it 
was thirty metres acros s  and a k i l ometre 
away", are useless des cripti ons without 
de fi nite re ference points wi th whi ch to work. 

Angul ar size is the angle the obj ect s ubten& 
as seen by the eye of the obs e rver, th is is 
meas ured in degrees.  As an example, the 
angul ar s ize of the moon and s un is �o� 
This �o size surprises many people as they 
imagine s un and moon to be large obj ects in 
the sky .  I t  is a fact, however, that your 
thumb held at arm ' s  length woul d cover the 
moon or s un about four times over! 

Try going out and meas uring the angular size 
of the moon for yourse lf. Meas ure the s ize 
of planes flying over, kites in the sky e tc .  
H owever, please do not attempt to meas ure the 
angular s ize of the s un as this is a poten­
tia l ly dangerous th ing to do. Never look 
directly at the sun. 

De sc ripti ons of speed can als o  vary and have 
l i ttle meani ng. The best des criptive te r­
minol ogy is angular ve locity. I t  is expres ­
s e d  i n  de grees per second or 0/s ec. I f  you 
see a large light going through the sky, 
hol d  your thumb up to i t  al ong the l ine of 
its traj e ctory. Let is pass your thumb 
whi l s t  keeping your thumb i n  the s ame pos i-



HOW TO MAKE YOURSELF A BETTER OBSERVER 

tion. With your watch, or by counting time 
in your head (one two three ONE, one two 
three TWO approximate a second each} , see 
how long the light takes to pass from one 
side of your thumb. Say it takes 10 sec­
onds. The angular velocity is, therefore, 
2°/10 seconds, which equals �5°/sec. 

It is a good idea to try and measure angu-

forum 

lar speeds for balloons, satellites, and 

aircraft to gain experience in this area. 

If you are able to fairly accurately relate 
the bearing, angular ele�ation, angular size 
and velocity of an object in'the sky then 
you are on the way to becoming a better ob­
server.l 

"POLICE BUZZED BY SAUCER" 
(STAR ENQUIRER - January 25, 1984) 

UFORAN readers who may have seen the article "Police Buzzed by Saucer", in the STAR ENQUIRER, 

would possibly have been surprised by the complexion of that story and the statements it 

attributed to Bill Chalker. 

Initially, Bill was contacted and asked to participate in this article and did so on the 

understanding that he could sight the finished story before it went to press. Due to an 

apparent misunderstanding within the magazine, Bill was not contacted and shown the com­

pleted article. Bill has since had contact with the STAR ENQUIRER and they have agreed 

to print the following statement written by Bill: 

"I thank the editor for the OPPortunitY of clarifYin� quotes attributed to me in the Janu­

arY 25, 19 84, issue. I was quoted as saYin�, '<in relation to the RAAF UFO files I was Per­

mitted to examine>, I was amazed bY what I read. The si�htin�s ran�ed from the usual li�hts 

in the sky, down to actual landin�s - even rePorts of PeoPle seein� extra-terrestrials'. As 

that rather bald statement could be construed bY some as me sue�estin� that the RAAF UFO 

files were stuffed ful I of bonafide si�htin�s of 'landin�s' and 'extraterrestrials' the fol­

lowin� clarification is needed. 

"The files I examined contained rePorts that covered the entire sPectrum of observations, 

namelY numerous li�hts in the sky, some 'close encounter'- stYle rePorts, includin� some al­

le�ed observations of assumed 'UFO landin�s' and even a few accounts in which witnesses al­

le�ed theY saw 'animate bein�s' in connection with their UFO si�htin�s. The RAAF do not 

find such incidences comPel I in� evidence for extraterrestrial visitation. 

"In a brief for the Minister of Defence, dated December 18, 19 80, the RAAF's OPinion is 

clear, namelY that, 'nothin� that has arisen from that three or four Percent of unexPlained 

cases �ives anY firm sUPPort for the belief that interloPers from other Places in this world , 

or outside it, have been visitin� us. 

"MY Position on this is that the RAAF's role has onlY been the resolution of any defence 

and/or Political imPlications and that the scientific investi�ation of these rePorts has 

been missin�. It is my contention that Provocative rePort�meritine scientific scrutin� do 

exist within the RAAF UFO data. It is these rePorts, such as UFO siehtin�s over North 

West Cape, etc, that real IY 1amazed' me when I read the RAAF files. The few rePorts of 

'landin�s' and 'animate bein�s' in the RAAF files did not surPrise me because much more 

exhaustive and far reachin� investi�ations of the same cases have been conducted bY civili­

an UFO research or�anisations".l 
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THE SALZBURG COLLOQUIUM: A PARTICIPANT'S <BIASED) VIEW 
BY ALVIN H. L AWSON, PHD 

An I n te rn a t i on a l U FO Coll oq u i um spon so red 
by the I ta l i an o rgan i sa t i on , UP I AR ,  was held 
a t  a p i ct u resq ue moun ta i n top ret rea t n ea r 
Sa l z b u rg ,  Aust r i a ,  July 26-29, 1 982 . What 
made t h i s  meet i ng mo re i n terest i ng - an d 
mo re s i gn i f i can t - t h an most was, bes i des 
t h e  ca l i be r  of  pape rs p resen ted a n d  th e re­
f resh i ng p rofess i onal i sm of t h e  pa rt i c i pants, 
perhaps above a l l t h e  meet i ng•s nove l ( i .e .  
un fash i onab l e) b u t  p rodu c t i ve foc us n o t  on 
U FOs b u t  on UFO  w i t n esses . 

The Co 1 1  oq u i urn • s theme , 1 1H uma n Se i en ces 
an d U FO P h enomen a• • ,  suggests t he psy cho­
l og i ca l  an d soc i o l og i ca l  perspect i ves of 
many o f  the a t tendees; an d on some i ssues 
the re was much skep t i c i sm .  Not t h e  m i n d l 5s 
ETH- host i l  i t y o f  t h e  C S I C P  deb un kers , b u t  
rath er a coo l - headed response t o  w i tness 
cla i ms and  a recep t i v i ty to psy cho l og i ca l 
and  other hypo t h eses . Most o f  t h e  pa rt i c i ­
pan ts were you n g ,  i n tense , a r t i cu l a t e ,  and  
u fo l og i ca l l y  soph i st i ca t ed . Wh i l e t hey i m­
p l i ed t h at the i r U FO agnost i c i sm was a 
d i st i n ct l y  m i no r i ty v i ew i n  the i r own co un ­
t i res , t h e i r ser i ousn ess an d open m i n dedness 
bodes wel l fo r the f u t u re of  E u ropean u fo­
l ogy .  

I n  th ree sepa rate  b u t  re l a t ed p resen ta­
t i ons ,  Dr  A l exan der  G. Keu l of  V i enna  d i s­
c ussed h i s i n vest i ga t i ons  of the • •h uman 
facto r• •  i n  w i t n ess repo rt i ng . Keu l desc r i b­
ed h i s  use o f  t h e  Ro rsch ack i n kb l o t tech ­
n i q ue i n  a recen t Aust r i an - Eng l i sh c ross­
c u l tu ra l  st udy of 32 w i tnesses wh i ch attemt ­
ed to determ i ne nega t i ve o r  pos i t i ve • • re­
po rter p ro f i l es• • ( i . e . w i tness rel i a b i l i ty ) . 
A l t hough h e  st ressed that  t h e  Ro rsch ach 
p roced u re i s  subj ect i ve and  shou l d  be i n ­
t e rp reted cau t i ousl y ,  h i s  p re l i m i n a ry con ­
c l us i ons were t h a t  about  ha l f  of t h e  32 
case w i tnesses showed nega t i ve repo rter  
p rof i les . I f  KeuJ • s  st u dy is  repl i ca t ed by  
others ,  h i s  use of t h e  Ro rschach t ech n i q ue 
has obv i ous i mp l i cat i ons fo r f ut u re eva l u a­
t i on o f  t h e  c red i b i l i ty of  w i t ness test i ­
mon y . 

Keu l  ma de two a dd i t i on a 1 i n terest i ng 
po i nts .  He sug gested t h a t  i n vest i ga tors 
a t t a i n  a g rea t e r  measu re of psy choan alyt i ­
cal self -know l edge rel evant to t h e i r own 
u fo l og i ca l  bel i efs , an d a t  t h e  same t i me 
t ha t  they rout i ne l y comp i l e  b i ograph i cal, 
ed ucat i ona l ,  and psy chosoc i a l  ba ckground  
d a ta on each w i t ness . These moves wou l d  
h e l p resea rchers to mo re f u l l y  un derst an d 
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the  mean i n g of  the U FO exper i en ce fo r t he 
perc i p i en t . "Th i s  i s  a l o t o f  wo rk" , h e  
observed) 1 1 but i t  has to b e  done. A na i ve 
i nterp retat i on of U FO repo rts l eads back i n  
a c i rc l e  to t h e  bel i efs of t he i n vest i gato r • •. 
Keu l a l so ca l l ed fo r i nvo l vemen t i n  UFO 
st ud i es by spec i a l i sts f rom severa l sc i en ­
t i f i c  and  other d i sc i p l i nes beca use t he 
wo rk of • •many  spec i a l i sts  l ead i n g to some 
i n terd i sc i p l i n a ry p roj ects• • ,  a l on g  w i th t h e  
above nove l app roa ch to w i tness repo r t s ,  re­
p resen ts t h e  best hope fo r p rog ress i n  U FO 
resea rch . 

D r  D . C .  Don der i ,  f rom McG i l l  Un i vers i ty 
i n Mon t re a 1 , i n h i s p ape r t i t 1 e d • • S i g n a 1 
Detect i on Theo ry as a Method fo r t h e  Ret ro­
spect i ve Eva l ua t i on of UFO W i tnesses• • p ro­
posed a q u an t i f i ab l e  measu re of w i tness re­
l i ab i l i t y .  The t est i nvo l ves use of a po r t ­
ab l e  t ach i st roscope (s i mi l a r  to a s l i de p ro­
j ecto r )  and  st i mu l us  ca rds , t akes on l y  1 5  
m i n u t es, and  can be a dm i n i st ered by anyone 
w i th min i ma l  t ra i n i ng as a no rma l pa r t  o f  a 
w i tn ess i n terv i ew .  Donder i  sa i d  t h a t  SDT 
w i  1 1  a l l ow us to determ i .ne whether or not 
w i tnesses d i f fer i n  re l i ab i l i ty f rom t he 
no rma l popu l a t i on,  a key i ssue i n  eva l uat i ng 
U FO s i gh t i n g repo rts .  A l t hough no rma t i ve 
d a t a  h ave yet to be estab l i shed , Donder i • s  
i nte rest i n g  SDT test of fers u fo l og i sts a 
s i gn i f i can t an d rel a t i ve l y s i mp l e  new i n­
vest i gat i ve too l . 

My own essay on b i rt h  t rauma i magery i n  
C E - 1  I I n a r ra t i ves, a rev i sed vers i on of  a 
pape r  p resen ted a t  the  198 1 C U FOS con feren ce 
i n  Ch i cago , a rgues that t he i mage ry an d 
even ts i n  abduct i on repo rts a re s i m i l a r to 
severa l d i st i n ct l y  psycho l og i ca l  p rocesses, 
b u t  espec i a l l y  so to rev i v i f i ed b i r t h  t ra uma 
( BT )  n a r ra t i ves . I t  p roposes t hat • •a bduct­
ees•• unconsc i ous l y use maj o r  componen t s  o f  
t h e  b i r t h  p rocess a s  a matr i x  fo r a fan t a­
s i zed abduct i on exper i ence ,  and fu r t her , 
of fers a test o f  t h i s  hypothes i s .  I n vest i ­
ga to rs ca n determ i ne w i tnesses • b i r t h  h i s­
tor i es an d sc rut i n i ze CE- 1  I I n a r r a t i ves fo r 
BT echoes . I f  any abduc tees who repo r t  
l a te-st age B T  sensat i ons such a s  ext reme 
head p ressu re and  sudden rel i ef a re tru l y  
cesa rean - bo rn (i . e . l ack i ng i n  su ch n a t a l 
exper i en ces) , t he BT hypo t hes i s would be 
p roved fa l se; i f  there a re no su ch cesa rean 
abductees , i t  wou l d  be conf i rmed . 

The BT hypo t hes i s i s  comp l ex and i ts re­
sea rch b ase depen ds on the  con t rovers i a l  
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d r ug- the rapy wo rk of psychiatrist Stanis l av 
G rof an d on a n ove l discip l ine, feto l ogy . 
Some of th e c l inica l work in these a reas 
is ve ry  re cent and seems ne a r  the cutting 
e dge of scientific know l edge . Thus there 
a re many unanswe red q uestions - e. g . ,  how 
can immatu re emb ryon ic and  feta l b rain 
tissue be  so imp rinte d by p ren ata l events 
that yea rs l ate r it can a f fect an individu ­
a l 's menta l image ry? W e  simp l y  d o  not as 
yet know how this h a p pens . Pe rhaps it is 
no  su r p rise , then  that u fo l ogists gene ra l l y  
h ave seemed u n d e rwhe l me d by the BT theory. 
Howeve r, since its vat idity rests on its 
testab i l ity, it is my hope that resea rche rs 
wo r 1 dw i de w i 1 1 i n c 1 u de b i r t h h i s tor i e s as 
a n orma l p a rt of witness b ackground  data, 
an d th at tests of the BT h y pothesis wi l l be 
un de rtaken an d reporte d  on regu l a r l y .  

I n  anothe r skeptica l assessment of U FO 
witnesses, Pao l i Tose l l i  of A l essand ria, 
I ta l y, discussed conscious a n d  u n con scious 
in f l uences on witnesses which may cause 
them to inte rp ret I FOs as ide n tica l with 
th e we 1 1 - est ab 1 i shed  " U FO mode 1''. I n  a de­
tail ed review of  the l ite r atu re on I FOs an d 
q uotes f rom many  cases, Tose l l i  said that 
the " l atent U FO image" a f fects a l l witness­
es so th at much of their  report d ata resu l ts 
f rom "in te rp retation of th e obse rved pheno­
menon''. He a dded that u fo l og is ts h a ve con ­
sistentl y unde restimated witnesses' cap aci­
ties for  invention an d for the unconscious 
incorpora t ion into I FO repo rts of U FO data. 
He con c l uded th at I FO reports can h a r d l y  be 
conside red "noise" in the U FO "signa l "; 
rath e r, the l ack of c l e a r  distin ction s be ­
tween these kin ds of repo rts shou l d  h eight­
en ou r app re cia t ion of the comp l exities of 
dea l ing with h uman witnesses, j ust as it 
must fo rce us towa r d  mo re caution in in te r­
p retin g their c l aims . 

I n  his pape r,  "Abd ucted by an A rchety pe", 
Hi l a ry Evans of Lon don asked wheth e r  the 
con sisten cy of detai l  among abd uction ac­
counts can be conside red evidence fo r their 
physica l rea l ity - an d respon ded to h is 
own q uestion . He discussed the re re l evant 
C E - 1  I I case studies : the De He r re r a/Lawson 
imagin a ry abductions; Meheust' s fin dings 
of p a ra l l e l s  between abduction s an d scien ce 
fiction; and  in dependent demonstrations by 
Mon n e rie an d Hen d ry th at "sin ce re" witness­
es may fab ricate C E - 1  I I reports out of I FO� 
Evans said that consistent  C E - 1  I I p a ra l l e l s  
demonst rate that pe rcipients d raw on some 

as-yet u n known a rchejty pa 1 data bank for 
their  imagined abduction expe riences. He 
p roposed a mode l fo r abd uctions in vo l ving 
what he te rmed a "mimetic p roj ection " in 
which the witness's "super-sensory " su b­
conscious min d creates an abduction h a l l u ­
cin ation for th e conscious min d to experi­
ence. Evans does not ru l e  out gen uine ab­
d uctions, but a rgues th at mime t ic p roj ec­
tion p l ays a pa rt in C E- 1  I I reports, p a rti­
cu l a r l y  in cases where it is estab l ished 
that no  physica l abduct i on has occu r red . 

A pape r submitted in absentia by D r  
Ma l co l m Scott o f  Luton Hospita l ,  Bed ford­
shi re, Eng l and, was read b ut not distrib uted  
so I have  to re l y  on  h u r ried notes .  B ut it 
seemed a rema r kab l y  pe rceptive inq uiry in to 
the psychol ogy of U FO w i tnesse s . Scott's 
discussion imp l icit l y posed a se ries of 
penetrating q uestions re l ating to the re l ia­
bil ity of witnesses with va rying  degrees of 
"norma 1" and  "neu rotic'' pe rson a 1 i ty man i-

· 

festat ions. I was 1 eft with a sense of re­
gret th at more specia l ist of Scott' s q u a l ity 
have not before now been attracted into 
u fo l ogy ( an d  hoping  soon to have a copy of 
h is pape r ) . 

Rep resentatives of the I ta l ian grou p 
UP I AR, sponso rs of the meeting, a l so spoke. 
Robe rto Fa rabon e  and  F r ancesco l zzo, editors 
of U P I AR' s j ou rna l ,  " U FO Phenomena", gave 
background  d ata on the pub l ication ' s rathe r 
rocky h istory. A l though it has su f fe red  
f rom edito ria l an d conte n t  p rob l ems an d has 
been pub l ished e r r a t ica l l y, "UFO Phenomena" 
hopes to become the first se rious inte rn a tion ­
a l  scientific review in ufo l ogy. l zzo, d is­
cussing seve ra l troub l es encounte red by his 
six-yea r-o l d annua l ,  noted an uncoope ra t ive 
coo l ness on the p a rt of some estab l ished U FO 
j ou rna l s. ( I  in fe r t h a t  this p rob l em re l ates 
to differences ove r UP I AR's obj ective stance 
towa r ds U FO reports) . E doa rdo Russo, man ag­
ing editor of a secon d UP I AR pub l ication, 
"U P I AR Resea rch in P rog ress" . described  the 
new tri- q ua rte r l y  as a forum for " rapid com­
munication in U FO resea rch ". The first 
issue p resents b rie f pape rs in Eng l ish, with 
abstracts in I ta l ian and  F rench, p l us a cu r­
rent  inte rnation a l  UFO  bib l iography . 

P resentations we re a l so made by Luis 
Schoenhe r r ,  C l au d  Mauge, and  by Be rtran d 
Meheust, author  of the inte resting 1 9 78 
book, ''Science- Fiction et Soucou pes Vo l antes" 
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SAL Z BURG CO L L OQUIUM 

I foun d the Sa l z b u rg Col l oq u i um the most 
p rofess i on a l U FO con fe ren ce I have eve r 
atte n de d . The p resenta t i ons we re of a 
un i q uely h i gh q u al i ty - se r i ou s ,  sc i ent i f i ­
ca l l y  h a r d - n osed , and  or i g i n a l . D i scuss i on s  
we re sp i r i ted  a t  t i mes ,  b ut neve r peev i sh o r  
( shades o f  the extended chi t- chat abou t 
b ackya r d  U FO de te ctors a t  CU FOS/Ch i cago!) 
b an al .  On my retu rn to the U . S. I re ce i ve d  
a copy of the p rocee d i ngs of anothe r UFO  
o rgan i z a t i on ' s ann ua l g et- t ogethe r ,  an d I 
thought w i th m i l d  despa i r  of the typ i cal 
con tents of su ch p roceed i ngs ove r the yea rs. 
Excep t i n g maybe an a rt i cle o r  two , they a re 
rrost l y  a sad m i sh-mash of ETH -w i shbon i n g ,  
tan t a l i z i n g p rom i ses of ( en d l ess l y 1 1 forth­
com i ng1 1 )  p roof , l ooney- b i n  sc i en ce , an d 
o rgan i z at i on a l  t r i v i a . Whe re a re the ed i ­
tor i al st and a r ds norma l l y  expected  of a 
spe c i al i zed p rofess i on a l  jou rna l ?  ( H ow 
many - o r , how few - ann ua l sympos i a  a rt i ­
cles ove r  the past 3 5  yea rs cou l d be  favor­
ably compa red  w i th an ave rage p i ece f rom 
- say - 1 1 S c i ent i f i  c Ame r i can ' '? I of cou rse 
i n c l ude my own a rt i cles he re) . Whe re are 

the f resh i ns i ghts and sc i en t i f i c  r i go r  
wh i ch might help us towa r ds un de rstand i ng 
of the U FO en i gma? Lack i ng these and othe r 
needed q u al i t i es ,  most sympos i a p roceed i ngs 
a re an emba r rassment - a pe rmanent record 
of u fo l ogy ' s  i nte l l e ctua l med i oc r i t y .  

Sa l zb u rg was not exac t l y  a U F O  researthe r' s 
U t op i a ,  b ut i t  was seve ra l steps above t he 
norm - and not me re l y  because  of t he pleas­
ant Aust r i a n A l ps env i ron s .  How t o  accou n t  
f o r  the d i f fe rence? I see two reasons :  
f i rst, the pa rt i cpants we re se r i ous an d 
competent; secon d , the con fe rence top i c ,  
the UFO  w i tness, was and  rs the most p rom i s­
i ng untapped a rea rema i n i n g for UFO  re­
sea r ch . I be 1 i eve tha t  the Sa 1 z b u  rg p ro­
ceed i n gs w i l l p rove th at.  B ut whateve r e l se 
eme rges f rom t he S a l zb u rg Col l oq u i um ,  the 
fact th at a g roup of u fo l og i sts unde r t ook 
an extended an a l yt i cal cons i derat i on of the 
l i m i tat i ons of UFO w i tnesses ma rks a c r i t i ­
ca l deve l opment i n  U FO rese a r ch ,  and  cou l d  
we l l  be of maj or si gnif i can ce for the futu re 
study of the natu re of t he UFO phenomenon . l  

REPORTED CLOSE EN COUNTER IN VICTORIA JULY/AUG 1952 

By Kei t h  Bast erfi eld (UFORAN Correspondent - SA) 

Recent I Y t  I rece i ve d  a l et te r  f rom a L a d Y  in Swan H i l l ,  V i c t o ri a , recount in� an even t which 
o c c u r re d  31 Y ea rs a�o in t h a t  st a t e .  M rs G <name w i t h he l d a t  h e r req ues t > ,  who is now 65, 
wo u l d h a ve been 34 a t . t he t ime . Her si�h t in� o c c u r red in J u l Y  o r  Au� u s t  of 1952, a t  2 a . m . , 
a t  t h e l o c a t ion of Avoc a .  M rs G reca l l s  t he d a t e  on l Y  aPP rox ima te l y ,  a l t hou�h s h e  does 
rememb e r  b ein� P re�nant at t h e  t ime . 
M rs G. was v is i t i n� an ou t s i d e  t o i l et , in a P a d dock o u t s i d e  t h e  k it chen � a rden , on a s t i l l ,  
c l ea r ,  n i � h t  wh en : "I heard t hi s  peculi ar hummi ng noise and throbbi ng .  When I looked up 
t hi s  machi ne was above me hoveri ng. It was like nothi ng I had ever seen before . Orange 

and green flashi ng of li ghts I could see . It shot off over the mountai ns so fast, faster 

than any thi ng I have ever s een and the mos t peculi ar hummi ng sound . It left a glow i n  the 
sky . 

"I felt rat her i ll but, bei ng pregnant , I di dn't thi nk much of i t  at the time . I called 
my husband and he could see t he glow but not hi ng else . He told me not to say anyt hi ng and 

I haven't until a few years ago when people started to talk abou t strange li ghts i n  the 
sky" . 

M rs G remembers t h a t  t h e  obJect was on l Y  15-20 met res of f t he � round an d t h at t he t o t a l 
d u rat i on of t h e  who l e  eP iso de wa s a b o u t  4-5 min u t es .  

T h e  w it nes s a c comPanied h e r  rePo rt w i t h  a sket ch o f  t h e  UFO wh i c h  was ova l s h aPed wi t h  a 
"si l ve rY" toP "even in t he d a rk "  an d a "� l ass , or � l ass- l i ke" b o t t om f rom wh i ch emana t e d  
"o r an�e , red , and � reen l i�hts and b l ue f l ashes" . M rs G " d i d  n o t  see anY s i�n of Persons 
a t a l l "·l 
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AUSTRALIA'S ROLE 

IN 

NASA'S SETI PROGRAM 

BY JANE BRO O KS 

(UFORAN Space Technology Correspondent) 

A 11 P eo P  I e wh o a re int e re s t e d  in SET I < �arth 
f o r Ex t ra t e r r e s t r i a l I n t e l l i�en c e > w i l I b e  
P l e a s e d  t o  know t h a t  n o t  on l Y  h a s  NASA ' S 
SET I  p ro � ram b e en re ins t a t e d , but a l s o t h a t  
NASA f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Aus t ra l ia w i l l b e  us e d . 

Th e 64 me t re d i s h  s h a P e d  an t e nn a  a t  t h e  
T i db inb i l l a  D e e P  S P a c e Commun i c a t ions Com­
P l e x h a s  a l re a dY b e en us e d  f o r an e q ui Pment 
t e s t in� P h a s e  o f  t h e  P ro� r am d u r in� t h e  
mon t h s  o f  Feb rua ry t o  J un e  1983 . Du r in� 
t h i s P e r i o d  t h e  ant enna was immob i l ize d s o  
t h a t i t  c ou l d b e  U P d at e d , b u t  e v en t h ou�h 
it c o u l d not be mo v e d , t h e  Ea rt h ' s  ro t a t ion 
s t i l I e n a b l e d a P o rt i on of t h e  s kY to b e  
sweP t o v e r .  Wh i l e  t h e ant e nn a  c ou l d n o t 
b e  us e d  f o r  t ra c k in� s P ace c ra f t , SET! s c i­
ent i s t s  t o o k  t h e  OP P o r t un i t Y  o f  t h is � aP in 
no rm a l o P e ra t i o n  t o  f i t and t e s t  eQU i Pment 
d e s i�ne d f o r  t h e i r SET I  P ro� ram .  Two Aus t ­
ra l i an as t ronome rs , D r  Da v i d  J aunc e y  o f  t h e  
CS I R O  D i v is i o n  o f  R a d i o P h Y s i CS t an d D r  B i l J 
P e t e rs o f  t h e  AN U ' s  Mt S t rom l o  an d S i d in� 
S P r in� O b s e rva t o r i e s , t o o k  P a rt in t h i s  
P ro j e c t .  

NASA a re h o P in� t o  b e  ab l e  t o  b e� in t h e  
ma in P ro� ram i n  1985 . Th e Y  a re d e v e l o P in� 
an ins t rument known as a s P e ct rum an a l Y s e r  
wh i ch c an mon i t o r  t h e  r a d i o  w a v e s  r e c e iv e d  
b Y  a n  an t enna an d b re ak t h em U P  in t o  a l a r� 
numb e r  o f  ch ann e l s . T e s t in� o f  t h e  e quiP­
ment w i l I be d on e  us in� ant e nn a e  a t  T i db in­
b i l l a , G o l ds t one , Ca l i f o rn i a  an d A r i c e b o , 
Pue r t o  R i co . Th e f i rs t  P ro t o t ype t o  b e  
t e s t e d  w i l I b e  c apab l e  o f  mon i t o r in� 74000 
s e P a ra t e  ch anne l s  an d ,  e v enut a l l y ,  sci en­
t is t s  h o P e  t o  b ui l d  a s P e c t rum an a i Yze r 
wh i c h  w i l I b e  a b l e  t o  mon i t o r  8 t o  10 mi l -
l i on c h ann e l s  a t  o nc e ! This wou l d b e  l i k e  
t rY in� t o  f in d  a P a rt i cu l a r  ra d i o  P ro e r am 
b Y  l i s t en in� t o  t h a t  manY r a d i o  s t at ions a l  I 
a t  o n c e . O b v i ous l Y  i t  w ou l d us e UP a l o t 
l e s s  t ime t h an � o in� t h ro u�h t h em a l  I on e 
a t  a t ime , wh i ch i s  wh a t  P re v ious SET I  P ro ­
� r ams h a d  t o  d o . A l l t h e  mon i t o r ine wi l l  

b e  d on e  aut oma t i c a l l y ,  and t h e  an a i Y ze rs 
w i l I a l e rt t h e  s c i en t i s t s  on l Y  if a s i�na l ,  
wh i c h  is o f  P o s s ib l e  int e l  l i�ent o r i� in ,  is 
re ce iv e d . How w i l I the ma ch ines re c o �n ize 
such a s i�na l ?  N o  na tura l sou rce s a re known 
wh i c h  P r o duce ra d i o em is s i ons w i t h  b an dw i d­
t h s  na r rowe r t h an ab o u t  1000 c Y c l e s Pe r s e c­
on d ,  t h e re f o re ,  i f  s i�n a l s  wit h ve ry n a r row 
b an dw i d t h s  l i k e  o ne c Y c l e  Pe r s e co n d  a r e  
d e t e ct e d , t h e re is t h e  POs s ib i l it Y  t h a t  t h e Y  
a re a rt i f i c i a l I Y  c re a t e d b y  s ome int e l l i�ent 
c i v i l iza t i on . B e c ause t h e  r a d i o  an d m i c ro ­
w a v e  P o r t ions c o v e r s u c h  a huee r an�e o f  
f re quen c i es ,  i t  w ou l d t ak e  a h uee amount o f  
t ime t o  c o v e r  a l l POSs i b l e  ch anne l s  e v en wrth 
t h e  h e l P  o f  a SP�c t rum an aiYze r .  I f  a ch an­
n e l h as a b an dw i d t h  o f  one CY c l e  P e r  s e cond 
< one He rtz > , t h is me ans it s f re quen cY d i f­
f e rs f rom t h a t  o f  t h e  ch anne l n e x t  t o  i t  
on l Y  b Y  o n e  He r t z . Our ra d io s t at i ons h av e  
b an dwi d t h s  o f  ab o u t  10 ki l o h e rt z , wh ich me a� 
t h a t if you t un e  in to a f re quen c y  5 k i l o­
h e rt z  e it h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t a t i on ' s o f f i c i a l 
f re quenCY YOU wi l I s t i l l P i c k i t  U P .  Th is 
s h o u l d � i v e  YOU an idea of  h ow manY s t a t ions 
t h e r e c ou l d  b e  i f  e a c h  h a d  a b an dw i d th o f  
o n l Y  one He r t z ! Ra d i o  a s t ronome rs h a v e  n a r­
rowe d d own t h e  numb e r  o f  ra d i o  ch anne l s  t o  
s e a rch b Y  l im i t ine t h e  s e a rch t o  t h e  mic ro­
wave P o rt i on of t h e  s P e c t rum . Th is is b e­
c aus e t h e  int e rs t e l Ja r me dium is mo s t  t rans­
Parent t o  w a v e s  of t h es e  h i�h f re quen c i e s  < 1  
t o  100 t hous an d m i l l ion He rtz > an d a l s o , a t  
t h e  l ow e r end o f  t his r an�e, t h e re is l e a s t  
n a tur a l n o i s e . I t  is  t h ou�h t l ik e l Y  t h a t  
o t h e r  c i v i l iza t i ons w h o  a re t e chni c a l I Y  a d­
v an c e d wou l d  a l s o know o f  t h e  re�i ons mo s t  
suit a b l e  f o r commun i ca t in� , h ence t h e  s ens e 
o f  l o o k in� f o r P o s s ib l e  t r ansm i s s i ons in 
t h o s e  re� i o ns . 

I f  a s i�na l wh i c h h as t h e  c h a r a c t e ris t i cs o f  
a rt i f i c i a l o ri� in i s  P i c k e d  UP d u rin� t h e 
SET I P ro� ram , an e x h aus t i v e  P ro c e s s  wh e re b Y  
a l  I Po s s ib l e  na tura l caus e s  mus t b e  e l im in­
a te d  w i l I b e  �one t h ro u�h , bef o re it c an b e  
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conc l ud e d that t h e  s i �n a l is the P ro du c t  o f  
e x t r at e r re s tr i a l int e l l i� e n c e  NASA i s  awa re 
o f  the f a c t  t h a t  P a t i e n ce an d c o ns i d erab l e  
t ime , possib l Y  d e c a d e s , w i l I b e  n e e d e d  fo r 
a t h o rou�h s e ar ch . Howe v e r ,  e ve n  if n o  
such si�na l s  a re f oun d , this w i l I n o t  be 
P ro of t h a t extra t e r rest r i a l int e l l i�enc e 
d o e s n o t  e x ist . I t  ma Y m e an t h e Y  use s ome 
o the r f o rm o f  c ommun i ca t i on or a re no t a s  
t e chn i c a l l Y a d v an c e d a s  we are . We c an a l ­
w aYs � o  on s e ar ch in� , usin� d i fferent me t h-

14 

ods and P e rhaPs , e v entua I I y .,, the human race 
w i l I be a b l e  to send out e x P l o ra t o rY SP a c e­
cra f t  t o  o th e r  so l ar s�st ems. 

H ow e ver , many o f  Y ou ,  wh o a re rea din� this , 
are Prob ab l y ,  l i k e  me , h o P in� th a t  NASA ' s 
SET! P ro� ram wi l I b e  succ e s sfu l ,  and tha t 
w� wi l I know f o r  c e rt a in that humans a re not 
a l o n e  in the Un i v e rse b e f o re t o o  manY mo re 
Y e a rs h av e  �one P as t . l  



. S A U C E R  T A L E S 

O R , I F  I T  ' WAS Sd 'B I G ,  H O \� D I D  I T  G � T  .AWAY? 
BY GEO RGE W. EARLEY 

E a r t h l Y  ma ch ines a re n ' t  P e rf e c t  • .  Th e Y  
b re a k  d own . Mu rP h Y ' s  Law P re i ct s t h e Y w i l l  
b re a k  d own a t  t h e  mo s t  in c on v e n i en t  o f  
t ime s .  S in c e  mo s t  Ame r i c ans b e l i e v e  t h i s , 
i t  w a s  on l Y  n at u ra l in t h e  d a Y s  f o l l ow in� 
Kenne t h  A rno l d ' s  J un e  24 , 1947 f i Y in� s a u­
c e r s i� h t in� f o r  P e o P l e  t o  ant i c i P a t e  t h e  
e v ent u a l c ra s h  o f  a s a u ce r .  

And o n e  d i d  c ra s h  • • •  o r  s o  s a i d  a R o sw e l l , 
N ew M e x i co n ew s P a P e r  on J u l Y  a ,  1947 . Th e 
P a P e r ' s  re P o r t  c i t e d  a R oswe l I A rmY A i r  
B a s e news re l e as e ann o u n c in� t h a t  a t e am o f  
ai rmen h a d  re c o v e r e d  t h e  d e b r i s  o f  a c ra s hoo 
s au c e r  f o un d on a n e a rb Y  r an ch . 

Th e P a P e r w as h a rd l Y  on t h e  s t re e t  b e f o� 
t h e  f i Yb o Y s  r� t ra c t e d  t h e i r  s t at ement s , e x ­
P i a in in� t h a t  on c l o s e r  e x am inat ion t h e  
"s a u ce r d e b r i s "  t u rn e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  w re c k­
a�e f rom a c ra s h e d  w e at h e r  b a l l o o n . P i c­
t u re s  t a k en at t h e  t ime s h ow e d  a c o l l e ct ion 
of f l ims Y s t u f f  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  k it e  s ticks 
an d t in f o i l •  s ca rc e l Y  what o n e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  
f rom a n  int e r P l ane t a rY v e h i c l e .  C Th e re a re .  
h owe v e r ,  s ome c u r i o u s  as P e c t s  t o  t h i s  c as e ,  
ab o u t  w h i c h  mo re l at e r . > 

T h re e  y e a rs l at e r  t h e  c ra s h e d  s a u c e r  
s t o rY r e a P P e a re d ,  ae c k e d  o u t  in n e w  an d 
mo re e x c i t in� d e t a i l s .  A c c o r d in� t o  Fran k 
S c u l i Y ' s  b o o k  "Be h in d  t h e  F I Y in� S a u c e rs " , 
t h e  mY s t e r i o u s  s k y  o b j e ct h ad l an d e d  v i r­
t ua l  I Y  int a c t . Th e s o l e  d ama � e , a b ro k en 
P o rt h o l e ,  w as b e l i e v e d  t o  h a ve l e d t o  t h e  

d e a t h s  o f  t h e  s ix t e en h uman o id s  in th e c ra ft . 

Th e m i l it a ry , s a i d  S c u l l y ,  mo v e d  in 
q u ic k l Y  and c a rt e d  t h e s h i P an d i t s  d e a d  
c rew awa y  f o r  f u rt h e r  s t u dY .  S c u l I Y ' s 
s o u rc e ?  An a l l e� e d  o i l  mi l l ion a i re nam e d  
S i l as N ew t on wh o c l a ime d t o  k n o w  a s c i en t � t  
p e rs ona l l Y invo l v e d  in t h e  s a u c e r s t u d i es . 
N e w t on ' s P a l �  P s e u d onYmo us l Y  i d ent i f i e d  as 
"D r G e e " , e ven �ave t h e  mi l l iona i re s ome 
sma l I d i s cs an d � e a rs t a k en f rom th e s a u ce r .  

De s P i te C o r P e rh P as b e ca u s e  o f > o f f i c i a l 
d e n i a l s ,  S c u l I Y ' s  f an c i f u l t a l e  s o l d  we l I 
b o t h  in h a rd c o v e r  an d P a P e rb a c k . Two Y e a rs 
l a t e r ,  a r e P o r t e r name d J . P . C ahn t o o k  i t  
a P a rt C 1 > .  Cahn ' s  res e a rch n o t  on l Y  c a s t  
d o u b t  on N ew t on ' s  a l l e� e d  e x P e r t i s e  i n  t h e  
o i l e x P l o ra t i o n  b us in e s s , b ut i dent i f ie d  
D r  G e e  a s  non- s c i ent is t Le o GeBa u e r .  P ro P ri­
e t o r  of a ra d i o- t e l e v is i o n  P a rt s  s t o re .  
U s in� s l e i�h t - o f- h an d , C ahn e v en mana�e d t o  
sw i t ch a d i s c  o f  e a rt h l Y  "mone l "  me t a l f o r  
on e o f  N ew t on • s s P a c e  s o u v en i rs �  Wh en t e s t ­
e d , N ewt on ' s  d i s c  t u rn e d  o u t  t o  b e  mad e o f  
common e a rt h- � r a d e  a l um in um . 

C ahn ' s  e x P o s e  was s o  d e vas t a t in� t h a t  t h e  
t o P i c  o f  c rash e d  s a u c e rs b e c ame a n o - n o  in 
u f o l o� i c a l c i rc l e s f o r  m o re t h an two d e ca d e s  
( 2 ) . 

Th e re was a b r ie f f l u r rY o f  me d i a  in t e r­
e s t  in c ra s h e d  s a u ce rs in 1974 , t o u ch e d  o f f 
b Y  a re- t e l l  in� o f  t h e  S c u l I Y  Y a rn  b Y  a 
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P ro f e s s o r in F l o r i d a .  The P re s s  in it ia l  I Y  
� a v e  t h e  t a l e  mo re c o v e ra� e t h an i t  was 
wo rt h , b u t q u i c k l Y  d ro P P e d  i t  wh en i t s  
o ri� ins b e came kn own . 

Wh a t  h a P P e n e d in 1978 �o t mo re a t t en t ion 
b Y  the me d i a .  Th e fa I l -o u t  i s  s t i l I w i t h  
u s  t o d aY . 

THE CRASHED SAUCER REVIVAL 

I t  b e�an w i t h  n ews re P o rt s  t h a t  ve t e ran 
UFO re s e a rch e r  L e on a rd S t r in� f i e l d  wo u l d  
P re s en t  a P aP e r  ab o u t  c ras h e d  s a u c e r r e ­
t ri e v a l s  a t  t h e  N in t h  Ann u a l MUFON S ymp o swm 
in DaY t on , O h i o .  O f f i c i a l s  a t  n e a rb Y  
W r i�h t - Pa t t e rs o n  A i r  Fo r c e  B as e , a P P ri s e d  
o f  S t r in� f ie l d ' s  c l a ims t h a t  " in 1973 , 
c ra t e s  o f  b o d i e s  o f  h umano i d s  f rom a UFO 
t h a t  c ra s h e d  in A rizona" h a d  b e en b ro u� h t  
t o  t h e i r  b as e , snaP P e d  b a c k  t h a t  t h e  re­
P o r t s  we re " ab s o l u t e l Y  f a l s e " ! I t  was , 
s a i d  Lt C o l N i c k  AP P l e ,  " d is t u rb in� t h at 
s ome b o d Y  wo u l d  u s e  t h e  n ews me d ia t o  ma k e  
a f ew b u c k s " .  

Wh a t  S t rin� f i e l d  w a s  c l a im in� - an d s t i l l 
c l a ims t o d a y  - i s  t h a t  b e tw e en �947 an d t h e  
m i d -19 70s , n o  l e s s  t h an twen t y  UFOs c ra s h ­
e d  i n  t h e  Un i t e d  S t at e s  an d we r e  re c o v e re d , 
a l o n� w i t h  a t  l e a s t  f i f t y  d e a d , � re Y - s k in ­
n e d a I iens < 3 > . 

B u t  w h e re t h e  d e a d a l i ens we re sma l l ­
� t o � f e e t  t a l l  - t h e  s a u ce rs we re l a � .  
Th e re in l i e s  t h e  r ub . Th e sma l l e s t  UFO , 
s a Y s  S t r in� f i e l d ,  w a s  a 15 t o  20- f o o t  d ia ­
me t e r  d i s c .  F rom t h e re , t h e Y  � o t b i��e r :  
t h re e  o v a l s  a t  13 b Y  25 f e e t  an d a s e r i e s  
o f  d is cs ran� in� i n  d i ame t e r  f rom 2 5  t o  30 
f e e t  UP t o  two � i an t s  a l  l e� e d  t o  s p an 100 
f e e t . A l l ,  s aY s  S t r in� f i e l d ,  we re mo v e d ,  
a l l e� e d i Y  in t a c t , f rom t h e  Ame r i c an s o u t h ­
w e s t  d e s e rt c o un t rY t o  Wr i�h t - P a t t e rson .AFB 
o r  o t h e r  e as t e rn s i t e s . C I A  h e a d q u a rt e rs 
n e a r  Lan� l e y ,  V i r� in i a  is ano t h e r  h i d in� 
P l a c e  f a vo re d  b Y  r e t r i e v a l is t s  an d M eD i i I 
AFB in F l o r i d a  a l s o h as b e en ment ione d .  

THE TRANSPORTATION ANGLE 

S t r an�e i Y  e n ou�h , v i r t u a l I Y  n o  on e h as 
t h o u�h t a b o ut t he t rans P o rt a t ion an� l e . I t  
h as s imP l Y  b e en un c r it i c a l I Y  as s ume d b y  re­
t r i e v a l i s t s  an d t h e i r  f o l l owe rs t h at a 
� o v e rnment d e c e i t f u l  e n o u�h t o  l i e ab o u t 
t h e  e x i s t ence o f  in t e rP l ane t a rY U FO s  wo u l d  
c o n c u r ren t l Y  P o s s e s s , unb e known s t  t o  an Y on e  
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o u t s i d e  i t , a m e ans o f  mo v in� s u ch l a r�e , 
b u l k y ,  n o n- f i Y in� ob j e c t s  wh ene ve r and 
wh e re v e r  t h e Y  wan t e d. t o . 

AnY on e  c a re t o  h az a r d  a � u e s s  as t o  h ow 
s u ch l a r� e o b j e c t s  wo u l d  b e  mo v e d ?  T ra in s ?  
P l an e s ?  T ru c k s ?  

Fo r� e t  P l an e s . Th e re i s n ' t a ca r�o P l ane 
in e x i s t en c e  t h a t c o u l d  c a rrY a 100- f o o t  
d i ame t e r  s a u c e r • • •  o r  e v en a 50- f oo t e r .  I t  
t o o k  a s P e c i a l I Y  s t ren� t h en e d  an d c a re f u l I Y  
d e s i�ne d  747 t o  c a r ry , on i t s  b a c k , t h e  
75- t on , 78- f o o t  w i d e , s P a ce s h u t t l e .  I n  t h e  
�950s t h e re w a s  n e i t h e r  eno u�h � ro un d  c l e a r­
an c e , n o r eno u�h P ro P e l l o r c l e a ran c e ,  t o  
P e rm i t  e v en on e o f  t h e  sma l l e r s au ce rs t o  b e  
ch a ine d u n d e rne a t h  t h en- e x i s t in� t rans P o r t 
P l ane s • • •  an d t h e re s t i l I i sn ' t  t o da Y . 

T r a ins ? T h e  on l Y  d i s c  we know f o r s u re 
was s h iP P e d  b Y  t ra in was t h e  200- in c h  d ia­
me t e r m i r ro r  b l an k  f o r  t h e  � iant P a l om a r  
t e l e s c o P e . ' On l Y  ab o u t  two - f e e t  t h i c k , i t  
w as s h iP P e d e d� ew i s e  on a s P e c i a l f l a t c a r  

F RAN K LY 1  I T H I N K T H E  AM E R I C A N  

C I V I L L I B E R T I E S U N I ON WO U LD 

H AV E  A B A L L  D E F E N D I N G S OM E O N E 

AC C U S E D  O F  R E V E A L I N G SA U C E R  

S E CR ET S . 

wh o s e  f l o o r  h a d  a s l o t c u t  int o  it t o  l et 
t h e  d i s c  d own t o  j Us t  a f ew inc h e s  ab o v e  t h e  
r o a db e d . Even s o , t h e  two-we e k  t ra in t r iP 
f o l l owe d a c i rc u it o us ro u t e  a c r o s s  Ame r i c a  
f rom Co rn in� , N e w  Y o r k  t o  Pa s a d ena , Ca l i­
f o rn i a  in 1936 . T h e  ent i re r o u t e  h a d  b e en 
s co u t e d  o u t  we l I b e f o re h an d  b u t t h e  t ra in 
P ro ce e de d t h r o u�h t unn e l s  an d und e r b r i d�es 
o n l Y  a f t e r  it s e s co rt a�a in c a r e f u l  I Y  m e a­
s u re d  c I e a ran c e s . I n  f a c t , s e v e ra I I a s t ­
min u t e  d e t o u rs we re re q u i r e d  wh en c l e a ran c e s  
P re v io us l Y  th o u�h t t o  b e  a d e q u a t e  t u rne d 
o u t  no t t o  b e .  

C u rrent w i d t h  an d h e i�h t l imit s o n  e a s t ­
b o un d  t ra in l o a d s  a re 12 b Y  16 f e e t , 3 in­
c h e s  as f a r  e a s t  as Kans as C i � y ,  w i t h  t h e  
h e i� h t  l im i t  t h en d ro P P in� t o  14 f e e t , 3 
in c h e s  f rom Kan s a s  C i t Y  t o  t h e E a s t  C o a s t .  
An d d on ' t f o r� e t  t h a t  2� to 3 f e e t  o f  t h a t  
h e i� h t  is a l re a d y  cons um e d  b Y  t h e  r a i l c a r .  
T r a ins won ' t  d o . 
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T r u c k s ?  C on s i d e r f i rs t  t h e  r o a d s  t h e Y  
t ra v e l on . Fo r o v e r a d e c a d e  a f t e r  Wo r l d 
Wa r I I , Ame r i c an r o a d s  we re a f a r c ry f rom 
t h e  w i de , n e a r l Y  s t r a i�h t , a l mo s t  t ra f f i c­
l i� h t l e s s  iht e rs t a t e  h i�hwaY s o f  t o d aY . 

T h o s e  P o s t -Wo r l d  Wa r I I  r o a d s  we re f re q u en t ­
l Y  n a r row an d t w i s t in� . T re e s , t e l e P h on e  
P o l e s ,  b u i l d in�s an d b i l ! b o a rd s  o f t e n  s t o od 
c l o s e  eno u�h t o  t h e  ro a d  t o  ma k e  t h e P as­
s a� e  o f  anY t h in� a s  "sma l I "  as even a 25-
f o o t  d i s c  b o t h  d i f f i c u l t  and h i�h i Y  n o t i c e ­
ab l e . 

E v e n  t o da y , as l a r� e  a s  a s em i- t ra i l e r 
maY s e em w h e n  i t  f i l  I s  y o u r  re a rv i ew m i r­
ro r ,  t ru c k s  on t o d a y ' s h i�hwaYs a re sma l I 
wh e n  c omP a r e d  t o  t h e  c ras h e d  s a u ce rs P o s i t ­
e d  b Y  t h e  re t ri e v a l is t s .  To t rans P o rt any ­
t h in� l a r� e r t h an a n o rma l s emi - t ra i l e r 
l o a d  r e q u i re s  mo re t h an j us t  t h e  d e s i re t o  

h au l i t . 

Fo r e x amP l e :  Fo r w i d t h s  o v e r  8 f e e t  b u t 
no mo re t h an 12 f e e t , P e rm i t s  a r e  re q u i re d  
f rom e a c h  s t a t e  t h ro u�h wh i ch t h e  l o a d  
P as s e s . Ab o v e  12 fee t ·, e s co r t s  a re r e q u i re d , 
an d t h is , P l us l o a d  s iz e , mat e r ia l I Y  re­
d u c e s  t ra v e l s P e e d .  < In t h e  c as e  o f  a 1�­
f o o t  w i d e "s u P e r ma�n e t "  mo v e d  f rom C h i ca�o 
t o  S t an f o rd ,  C a l i f o rn i a  a f ew Y e a rs a�o , 
t h e  conv o y  a v e ra� e d  on l Y  25 m . P . h .  d u rin� 
t h e  21- d a Y  t ri P . ) V i rt u a l I Y  no s t a t e  w i t I 
P e rm it P a s s a� e  o f  l o a ds o v e r  14- f e e t  w i d e  
o n  I on� h au l s  < i . e .  o v e r s t a t e  o r  int e r­
s t a t e  h i�hw a Y s > .  Y e t  t h e  ret r i e va l is t s  
b l i t h e l Y  s P e a k o f  t h o u s an d-m i l e  t r i P s  w it h  
s a u c e rs t h a t  m e a s u re U P  t o  a h un d re d  f e e t  
i n  d i amet e r !  

H o u s e s , a dmi t t e d l y ,  a re cons i d e rab l Y  
w i d e r t h an f o u rt e en f e e t . S t i l J ,  t o  mo v e  
one i s  a maj o r  un d e r t a k in� . Th e Y  a re s e l ­
d om mo v e d  mo re t h an a d o z en mi l e s an d r a r e ­
l Y  t ra v e l f as t e r  t h an o n e  mi l e  P e r  h o u r .  
< Re a l l Y  b i� o n e s  ma Y e v e n  b e  c u t  i n  t wo . > 
Th r o u�h o u t  t h e i r  mo v e , t h e Y  a re a t t en d e d  
b Y  t e l e P h o n e  and e l e c t r i ca l u t i l i t Y ma in­
t en an c e  c rews wh o s e  j o b it is  t o  rem o v e  
w i re s  a t  t h e  l a s t  P o s s ib l e  moment a n d  r e ­
P l a c e  t h em a s  s o on a s  t h e  h o us e  �o e s  b Y . 
K in d l Y  d o  n o t  t ry t o  c omP a re h o u s e  mo v in� 
t o  t h e  P U rP o rt e d  t ru c k in� - o f  c ra s h e d  s au ­
c e rs a t h o us an d  m i l e s o r  m o re . 

T h e re iS t h ow e v e r ,  a mod e s t  e x ce P t i o n  w­
mY �ene ra l d is b e l i e f  o f  re t r i e v a l i s t ' s  
t a l e s .  We d o  h av e  f i rs t -h an d  a c c o un t s b Y  
w i t ne s s e s  wh o s aw and h an d l e d ma t e r i a l th a t  

s e ems , b as e d  on t h� i r  t e s t imony , t o  h av e  
b e en o f  un e a rth l Y  o r i�in . 

W I TNESS I NG THE RETR I EVAL 

Th i s  mat e ri a l was f o un d  in e a r l Y  J U l Y  
1947 , "s c a t t e re d  o v e r  a P at ch o f  l an d  a b o u t  
a q u a rt e r  m i l e  I on� o r  s o , an d s e v e ra l h un­
d re d  f e e t  w i d e "  < 4> . I t  was f o un d  b Y  a 
ran c h e r ,  W . W .  B ra z e J ,  t h e  mo rn in� a f t e r  a 
v e rY s e v e re l i� h t n in� s t o rm .  D u r in� t h e  
s t o rm Braze l h e a r d  an " o d d  ex P l o s ion" t h a t  
d i d  n o t  res emb l e  n o rma l t h un d e r .  Th e as s um­
P t ion we a re as k e d  t o  a c c e P t  h e re is t h a t  a 
P a s s in� U FO was h it b Y  l i� h t n in� < o r c o in c i­
d en t a l l Y h ad a ma i f un c t ion o f  s ome s o rt >  an:f 
t h a t  t h e  d eb r i s  f o un d  b Y  B raze I c ame f rom i t .  

B ra z e ! re P o r t e d  h i s  f in d  t o  t h e  l o c a l 
s h e r i f f  s ome d aY s  l a t e r . T h e  sh e r i f f t o l d  
t h e  m i l i t a rY a t  R oswe l I A rmY A i r  F i e l d an d 
Maj o r  Ma rce l was d e t a i l e d t o  c h e c k  i t  o u t .  
Ma r c e l went t o  t h e  ran c h  an d P i c k e d  uP  a 
t ra i l e r- l o a d  o f  mat e ri a l h e  f o un d . I t  was , 
s a i d  Ma rce J ,  " d e f in i t e l Y  a s ub s t ance t h a t  
h a d  b e en man u f a c t u re d " .  I t  w o u l dn ' t b en d , 
b re a k o r  b u rn in t h e  f l ame o f  a c i�a re t t e  
l i� h t e r .  I t  l o o k e d  mo re l i k e  wo o d  t h an 

me t a l ,  t h o u�h o t h e r  P ie c e s  w e re " v e rY m u c h  
l i k e  P a rchment • • •  C an d > d i dn ' t  b u rn  e it h e r" .  
I n  re s e a r ch in� t h i s cas e , Wi l l iam M o o re 
C a u t h o r  o f  "Th e  R o swe 11 I n c i dent" > ta I k e d  to 
a n umb e r  o f  o t h e r  P e o P l e  wh o s aw an d h an d l ed 
th e mys t e ry ma t e r i a l .  Th e i r d e s c ri P t io ns 
b as i ca l I Y  a� re e w i t h  Ma rc e l ' s .  

I nt e re s t in� I Y  eno u�h , wh i l e  a l l t h e  w i t ­
ne s s e s  q u o t e d  b y  S t r in� f i e l d  an d o t h e r  re­
t ri e v a l is t s  h av e  ins is t e d  on anonYmi t y , 
c l a im in� t h e Y wo u l d  b e  P ro s e c u t e d  b Y  t h e  
f e d e ra l �o v e rnment f o r t e l I in� t h e  c ras h e d  
s a uc e r  s e c r e t , n o  a t t emP t s e ems t o  h a v e  b �  
ma d e  t o  s i l ence now- re t i re d  L t  C o l M a r c e l ,  
h is s o n , anY o f  B ra z e l ' s now- � rown c h i l d r en 
o r  any o t h e rs w h o  h a v e  � i v en t h e i r  t e s t imonY 
t o B i I I M o o  re • 

Fran k l y ,  I d o n ' t know w h a t  t o  ma k e  o f  
t h is P a rt o f  t h e s o - e a  1 1  e d  "Roswe I I Inc i d en tr· 
I rema in h i�h i Y  s k e P t i ca l a b o u t  a . c ra s h e d  
s a u c e r  re P o rt th a t  M o o re a n d  Be r l i t z  l in k  to 
t h e  B ra z e ! f in d . B u t  wh i l e  B ra ze l ' s w re c k­
a � e  d o e s  s e em t o  b e  un e a rth l Y  an d c l e a r l Y  
d o e s  n o t  f i t  t h e  o f f i c i a l ex P l an a t ion o f  
w e a t h e r  b a l l o on d eb ris , i t  e q ua l I Y  d o e s n o t  
s e em t o  j i b e  w i t h  t h e d es c ri P t i ons o f  c ra s h ­
e d  s a u c e rs as f u rn is h e d  b Y  a l l e� e d  e Y ew i t ­
n e s s es . Th o s e  s a u c e rs a re �ene ra l I Y  d e s-

1 7  



SAUCER TALES 

c rib e d  as h a v in� s i l v e rY met a l l i e s k ins . 
B ra z e l ' s d eb ris , a c co r d in� t o  Ma r c e l ,  was 
b as i c a l I Y  of  two t Y P es , wo o d- l i k e  an d P a r­
c hment- l i k e .  I t  a l s o  c ame in a v a r i e t y  o f  
P i e c e s , ran�in� , s a Y s  Ma r c e l ,  f rom " P e rh a P s  
t h re e - e i� h t s  o f  a n  inch w i d e  b Y  h a l f a n  
inch t h i c k  an d v a rY in� in l en�t h  f rom f o u r  
o r  f i v e  in c h e s  t o  t h re e  o r  f o u r  f e e t " . 
Wh a t e v e r  it w a s , i t  d o e s  n o t s o un d  l i k e  
s t r uc t u ra l memb e rs o r  o u t e r  s k in f ra�e n t s  
t o  me . 

A f t e r  Ma rce l r e P o rt e d  in t o  t h e  Ro swe l l  
a i r  b a s e  and h e l P e d  f o o l t h e P re s s  w i t h  t h e  
P h onY we a t h e r  b a l l o o n  t a l e ,  mo r e  men we re 
s en t  to B raze l ' s ran ch to t h o ro u�h i Y  c l e an 
t h e  a re a  o f  t h e  s t ran�e d e b r i s . Th e t o t a l 
amo unt a c c umu l a t e d ,  s a y s  Ma r c e l ,  h a l f - f i l l oo  
a B-29 wh i ch was t h en u s e d t o  f l Y  i t  a l l t o  
W r i�h t - P a t t e r s o n  f o r  s c ient i f i c s t u d i e s . 
B u t  i f  it �o t t h e re , no o n e  h as Y e t  s t e P P e d  
f o rw a r d  w i t h  t h e  P ro o f . 

To me , t h e  t ru l Y  s i�n i f i c an t  a s P e ct o f  
t h e  B ra z e l deb r i s  s t o rY i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime s in c e  t h e s e  r e t r i e v a l is t  
t a l e s b e� an c i rc u l a t in� , we h av e  a n umb e r  
o f  P e o P l e  w i l l in� t o  c ome f o rw a r d  an d 
P ub l i c l Y  P ro v i de f i rs t- h an d  t e s t imonY t h a t  
t h e Y  s aw a n d  h an d l e d wh a t  ma Y b e  a c t u a l 
a l i e n  a r t i f a c t s . T h a t  t h e Y h a� e  s a i d  s o  
d o es n o t , o f  c o u rs e , mak e  i t  s o . B u t  t h a t  
t h e Y  h a v e  done s o  and h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t h r e a t­
ene d w i t h f e d e ra l t ri a l f o r a l l e� e d i Y  re­
v e a l in� �o v e rnment s e c r e t s  c as t s  cons i d e r­
ab l e  d o u b t , in my m in d , on t h e  v a l i d i t Y  o f  
t h e  s e c on d h an d  t a l e s ,  d e a t hb e d  c o n f e s s i on s  
a n d  Ph o t o f ra�men t s  h e re t o f o re o f f e re d  as 
" P ro o f" bY v a r i o u s  re t r i e v a l i s t s . Th i s  i s  
P a rt i c u l a r l Y  t ru e  s in c e  t h e  r e t ri e v a l is t s  
c l a im thei r w i t ne s s e s  a re i n  d an� e r o f  �o v­
e rnment P ro s e c u t ion if t h e i r  i d ent i t i e s  
b e c om e  known . Frank l Y • I t h in k  t h e  Ame r i�n 
C i v i l Lib e rt i e s  Un i on w o u l d  h av e  a b a l  I d e ­
f en d in� s omeone a c c u s e d  o f  r e v e a l in� s a uc e r  
s e c re t s . 

PROVING THE CASE 

To P ro v e  a t a l e  o f  c r a s h e d  s a u c e rs an d 
a l i en h uman o i d s , y o u  m u s t  P ro d uc e  t h e  s a u c ­
e rs and / o r t h e  h umano i d s  - t h e  r e a l s t u f f , 
no P h o t o s  an d e s p e c i a l l Y  no c l a ims b Y  ca re­
f u l l Y  an onYmo u s  f o l k  t h a t  s aY t h e Y ' ve s e en 
t h i s , t h a t  o r  s o me t h in� e l s e .  I t  mu s t  b e  
rememb e re d  - an d f a r ' �o o  manY u f o l o� is t s  
s e em t o  f o r� e t  t h is - t h a t  n e i t h e r  h e a rs a Y  
e v i d en c e  n o r ano n ymo u s  t a l e s  c a r r Y  anY 
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we i�hi in a c o u r t  o f  l aw .  As int r i� u in� as 
the B ra z e l d e b ris s t o rY i s , i t  r emains on l Y  
a s t o rY unt i l  we a c t u a l l Y  � e t  o u r  h an d s  on 
s ome of t h at ma t e r i a l t h a t  a l  l e� e d i Y  won ' t  
b end o r  b re a k  o r  b u rn .  

Unt i l  t h a t  h a P P ens , o r  unt i l  s omeone d e­
f e c t s  f rom W r i�h t- Pa t t e rs on AFB wi t h  an 
a l ien h uman o i d  in t he t runk o f  h i s ca r ,  we 
must r ememb e r  t h a t  no m a t t e r  wh a t  t h e  re­
t r i e va l is t s  s a y , we d o  no t Yet h a v e  proof 

o f  anY o f  t h e i r  c l a ims . Unt i l  we a c ce P t  
t h a t  f a c t , we a re w i d e  o p en t o  c h a r�es b Y  
t h e  s k eP t i c s  t h a t  w e  a re a b unch o f  c re d o­
P h i l e s wh o s e  " u f o l o � i ca l s c ience" is � ro und­
e d  in t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  w is h in� w i l I mak e  i t  
s o . 

FOOTNOTES 

�. C a hn ' s  ex P o s e  h a s  re cent l Y  c ome un d e r  
f i re b Y  c e rt a in r e t r i e v a l is t s  wh o a P P a r­
ent l Y  want t o  r e h ab i l i t a t e  S c u i i Y ' s  f an­
c i f u l Y a rn to b o l s t e r  t h e i r  own t a l es .  
I t  wo u l d  b e  int e re s t in� t o  l ea rn C ahn ' s 
re a c t ion t o  s uch r e v i s i o n i sm - d o e s  anY­
one know wh e re he is t o d a y ?  

2 .  Fu rt h e r  P ro b in� b Y  C a h n  int o  t h e  a f f a i rs 
o f  Newton and G eBa u e r re s u l t e d  in t h e i r  
ind ic tmen t , t r i a l an d c on v i c t i o n  o n  o i l  
s w in d l e  ch a r� e s  un re l a t e d  t o  t he c ra s h e d  
s a u c e r  h o ax . 

3 .  S t r in� f ie l d , L e on a r d  H .  "Re t r i e v a l s  o f  t he 
Th i rd K in d " . 1978 MUFON U FO SYmP o s i um 
P ro ce e d in�s . M u t u a l UFO N e two rk , S e� u in , 
Tex a s . "Re t ri e v a l s  o f  t h e  Th i r d  K in d , 
Ex P an d e d  V e rs ion" , UFO O h io J o u rna l , P a� e  
Re s e a r c h  Lib ra ry , R ome , O h i o ; 1979 . 
"S it u a t i on R e d ,  t h e  UFO Se i�e" ! , Do u b l e­
d a Y  & C o . ,  N ew Y o r k  C it y ;  1977 . "Th e 
C ra s h / Re t ri e v a l S Yn d rome" , Mu t u a l UFO N e t ­
w o r k ; 1980 .  

4 .  B e r l i t z , Ch a r l e s an d M o o re , W i l l i am L . , 
"Th e R oswe l l  I n c i d ent " , G ro s s e t  & Dun l ap ,  
N ew Y o r k ; 1980 . 1 

EDITOR' S NOTE : George W. Earl ey , who l i ves 
in Conneti cu t ,  u . s . A. ,  i s  an aerospace admi n­
i 3trati ve engineer and hol d� t he degrees : 
B . S .  Aeronau tics and M . A .  Pol i tical Sci ence . 
Mr Earl ey founded and l ed NICAP' s Conneticu t 
Affil i ate for 1 0  years and i s  also a member 
of NICAP , CUFOS, MUFON, APRO , INFO and SITU . 
He is a national l y  publ ished freel ance 
wri ter on UFOs and other topics . 



Hi1torical new Zealpnd 

UPO Report/ 
{ORIGINAL REPORT INVESTIGATED BY BRUCE HARDING} 

BY HAROLD J. KNAPMAN 

(UFORAN Correspondent New Zealand) 

In the year 1909 th e f irs t UFO was s een in 
New Z ealand by s chool chi ldren from the 
sma l l  township of Ke lso . This event began 
the UFO era in New Zeal and on July 2 3 ,  1909 . 
A report in the Auckland Weekly News s tated : 
" In format ion has now been rece ived from 
Kel s o  that , at noon , on Friday the s chool 
ch i l dren , and others , behel d ,  in the air , a 
strange machine which they des cribed as 
shaped like a boat with what appeared to be 
the fi gure of a man s e ated in it . The air­
ship approached from the d irection o f  the 
B lue Mountains , circled high over the s chool , 
and then disappe ared in the dire ction whenffi 
it came " . 

The next day the s ame obj ect was seen fly­
ing ove r C l inton . The witnes ses heard 
vo ices talking in an unintelligible l angu­
age . 

No more was seen o f  the obj ect unt i l  five 
days later when it appeared over Gore . 
Two dredgehands , working the n ight shi ft , 
were ac corded a view o f  airship at 5 a . m .  
o n  Friday . It was s een a t  close quarte rs 
and they s tated that the ship lowered 
through the mis t  and circ led around the 
area and two figures were plainly vis ib le 
on board . The craft carried lights at both 
ends . Afte r manoeuvring , it shot upwards . 

A yel low glow was noti ced and the weather 
c leared a l ittle . The obj ect was seen 
trave l ling in a south- easterly direction . 

A few days later the c ra ft appeared at 
Ne lson Creek s tation , where the Hokitika -
Greymouth train stopped to give passengers 
a better look . The obj ect came close in­
shore to the breakers , then headed into a 
strong wind towards the Greymouth river bar . 

On July 30 , 1 9 09 , the dirigible had reached 
Canterbury province , where it was seen over 
Rangiora , Woodend , Lyttelton , Broken River , 
Wins low and Christchurch . The climax was 
reached when hundreds of people , leaving 
theatres , looked up and s aw what appeared to 
be the red planet Mars approaching the Earth . 
The few who bel ived the bright light was 
mere ly a pl·anet were , however , s coffed at by 
the maj ority who were certain that it was , 
at least , a fire bal loon ; though they were 
quite wi ll ing to bel i eve that it might be 
an airship . 

Observers in country districts s aw something 
that , if their des criptions are accurate , 
was more than the planet Mars . They s aw a 
shape , huge and b lack , swaying from s ide 
to s ide behind a self-il luminating headlight . 
The phenomencn had the shape of a blunt head­
ed c igar with two lights . One was large , 
also there were what appeared to be a row 
o f  smaller lights on either s ide .  

The ai rship next appeared in the North I s ­
land and was seen over Wel l ington , moving on 
to P a lme rston North , Feilding and Napier . 

By August 5 ,  1909 , the ai rship had reached 
Northland , pass ing over the Kaihu coast to­
wards Austra l ia . 

On August 9 and 10 it was seen over Vi ctoria 
and New South Wa les (Australia) . 

The phenomena then moved back to New Zea land 
and vis ited Coromandle and Waihi be fore mak­
ing a fina l return vis it to Australi a .  

I n  December 1909 , the craft was observed in 
Americ a .  The New York Tr ibune reported the 
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ob j e ct over Chattanooga , H unts vi l le and 

Worceste r C ity . It was s een sweeping the 
heavens with a s e arch- l i ght of tremendous 
powe r .  Thousands thronged the s t reet s 
watching the mysterious vis itor . In e arly 
1 9 10 the ai rship went wes tward altogethe r .  

Not many UFOs were s een in New Z ea l and be­
tween 1909 and 19 50 . However ,  one exception­
al case , which I now present , happened in 
August 19 4 4 , or 1 94 5 ,  during the S e cond 
World War , during the I ndustries Fair whi ch 
was being held at the King Edward Barracks 
in Christchurch , South I s land , New Zealand . 

Mrs C ,  as I ' l l call her , was a s ister at 
the Cashmere S anitorium .  It was her day o f f  
and she went for a walk b y  he rse l f  around 
the h i l ls at the back o f  the S an itorium .  
During thi s  walk Mrs C not i ce d  th at a 
cloud was coming in fas t . Fearing she might 
get lost she dec ided to head back and catch 
the tram which l e ft at 4 . 30 p . m .  Wa lking 
amongst low hi l ly s lopes , with h i l l  s crub , 
Mrs C encountered an " upturned s auce r "  s it­
ting on a gent le s l ope . The UFO was on a 
rise and the witne s s  fe lt that , al though it 
was " very close to the road" , it would 
have been hidden from the road by the s l ight 
rise . 

Mast- l ike proj ectio n  -

Li ght brown ti l es wi th 
a varni shed , veneered ,  
type fi ni sh . 

(Underneath 
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Mrs C was a lone , nonethe les s , sh e walked 
quiet ly over towards the obj e ct and stopped 
and s tared at " i t "  for. about eight to ten 
minutes . She was "quii:.e clos e really " and 
" didn ' t  feel any e ffect at a l l " .  She thought 
to hers e l f  how unus ual it was and "what wi l l  
they invent next " ?  Mrs C immediately spe cu­
l ated that it was some kind of g immick from 
the fair but , seeing " oc cupants " no more 
than 4 feet tal l ,  she thought it must be a 
Japanese device . 

The " l ittle fel las " ,  she s aw ,  were ins ide 
transpa rent cases . One was s tanding outs ide 
and another was standing in the " doorway 
window " area and Mrs C could see the top o f  
a he lmet i n  the " window " . She thought that 
the t rio were watching the fair and looking 
at the c ity as the l i ghts we re coming on . 
" . . .  the occupants o f  the obj ect appeared to 
be absorbed in watching the fair and city 
general ly " .  The thought o f  l ittle green men 
crossed Mrs C ' s  mind ( in the fairyland , not 
" f lying s aucer" sens e )  but , as she put i t , 
" I  thought they were Japane s e " . 

The o ccupant outside the cra ft had no he lmet 
on at the time and was j ust a green- coloured 
entity , in a transparent oblong , who was not 
bending over or doing anything in particular 

- Al umi ni um-coloured cap 

- Bl ue l i ght . 

Al umi ni um-colo ured 

" cockpi t" 

standi ng 
i n  " wi ndow" 
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View of " Li ttl e Fel l a "  
before helmet fl i pped 

over . 

- j us t  s t anding there . 

Occupant 
4 feet 

i n  height . 

Mrs C s ai d ,  the cloud " came right down and · 
enveloped us " .  By thi s  time she h ad be come 
inquis itive and de cided to go over and take 
a c loser look and talk to " the people - even 
get a ride . . .  ! wasn ' t  a frai d .  I didn ' t  h ave  
any s en s e  o f  fear at a ll " . 

Mrs C advanced to with in 1 8  feet of the ob­
j ect and was no more than 2 5  feet away from 
i t . She was " quite c lose to h im "  when she 
s tood on something and made a s l ight noi s e  
and , thus , the " chap "  outs ide spot ted her . 
His helmet f l ipped over automati c al ly and 
he " dri fted" into the veh i c le . I t  intriguai 
Mrs C that he had no arms with whi ch to 
pul l th e helmet down and did not s tep up 
into the door opening , j us t  dri fted in , " a  
kind o f  s li ding movement into the space 
thing . He s l id straight into the very small 
opening " , whi ch quickly c losed s ideway s , 
like a s l iding door . 

The witnes s  noticed that the entities n had 
quite big heads " in proportion to their 
bodi es - nearly almost h a l f  body height . 

- Helmet 

- Transparent 
casi ng 

Helmet and casi ng 
as seen from top 

She bel ieves that i f  she had not come along 
and made a noise " they " would have stayed 
longer . " He s eemed to dis appear so sudden 
- dri ft into it and the next minute the 
thing ( d oor) was c losed" . Mrs C felt it was 
l ike he was going into the " cockpi t " . 

DES CRIPTION OF THE OBJE CT 

The obj ect itsel f ,  in the main , was cons tru±­
ed of what s eemed to be ti les that fitted to­
gether perfectly . They were laid vert i cal ly , 
" long way up - they were tall " , and this , 
natura l ly , intrigued Mrs c .  The t i les were 
about 11 to 16 inches high and approximate­
ly 8 to 10 inches acros s . They were l ight 
b rown in co lour and had a veneered , wood­
grained appearance . 

The craft was about 18 to 20 feet acros s and 
8 to 9 feet tall , with a metal c ircle on top 
that was not a shin ing aluminium but j u&t 
" k ind o f  plain , ordinary , aluminium" . I t  
looked metal l i c  and seemed like a protective 
cover that fitted l ike a g love . Then , on 
top of the turret , there was a mast- like 
proj e ction " as long as your arm" . I t  was 
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cyl indri cal , l ike a piece of 4 inch p ipe . 
On top o f  that was a mushroom-shaped , 
aluminium co loured , " cap " . This pro j ection 
and cap arrangement was approximately 18 
inches to 2 feet high . Midway along the 
mast , a b l ue l i ght shone ste adi ly prior to 
" li ft-o ff " . The b lue l i ght was pale " blue 
g l as s " . The base of the obj ect was absol­
utely f lat , dark brown in colour , with no 
l i ghts or markings . 

END OF ENCOUNTER 

After all the occupants were s afely ins ide , 
the b lue light shone and a whi rring noise 
commenced . The c ra ft s lowly rose ve rti cal­

ly into the c loud and could be seen c limb­
ing for a couple of minutes . " When the 
thing took o f f , I wished I could have gone 
with i t  . • .  I felt a sense of loss as it 
dis appeared" . 

Afte r  the stran ge obj e ct took o f f , Mrs C 
also saw a light way over in the sky but 
say s  it may we l l  have been an ordinary air­
craft . " I  lost s ight of it in the c loud . 
I cons ide r  from the no is e ,  that it speeded 
up and went in a wes t  direction ( over the 
c ity) " .  

Mrs C .  des cribed the winter afte rnoon as 
sunny and clear but " cloud came down grad­
ual ly obs curing the c ity below me and shut­
t ing out the s un which was very low in the 
wes tern sky " . 

The witness did not go and look for a phys i­
cal trace as it was time to catch the t ram . 
However ,  she s ai d  that the whirring noise 
was not l ike that o f  an engine but more 
l ine a f an . 

Mrs C felt no e ffects unt i l  she went to bed 
that night at about 8 or 9 p . m .  She s l ept 
with her doors open and " it was j us t  as 
though a presence came into the room . You 
know in the B ib le it te lls you of peace 
that pas s es a l l  unders tanding . That was 
the kind of peace that s eemed to come , as 
though there was a presence in the room , 
b ut you couldn ' t  see it - it was unusual . 
It seemed to s t ay with me for the whole 
week . Al l the patients I went to responded 
to me . I t  was j us t  as though I h ad an ex­
ternal spirit guiding me . I don ' t  know 
why . I was down at Sydenham and a woman 
s aid to me , ' I  get a wonderful fee ling when 

I s tand bes ide you ' . I was aware that 
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there was something about me - I don ' t  know 
what it was " . 

When Mrs C returned home she asked one of 
the s is ters " i f there was a thing at the 
fair to take you for rides " ?  The answer 
was no . 

The witne s s  did not ring the Royal New Zea­
l and Air Force at Wigram becaus e one did 
not mention th ings that might be secret dur­
ing war-time . Mrs C says , " I  don ' t  c are i f  
anybody be l ieves me o r  not . I d i d  s e e  thi s  
thing . I think they ' re craft from some 
other space " . 

Further corroboration to thi s  s ighting came 
in about 1950 , when Reverend H .  B rown s aw 
a craft whi ch matched the des cription o f  
the one s een b y  Mrs C except that it was 
" corn- coloured" .  Reverend Brown did not 
mention occupants when des c ribing the obj ect 
he s aw in South Hagley Park , Christchurch , 
early in the morn ing . Later he denied his 
s ighting and this was pos s ib ly due to family 
or parish pre s s ures . The reverend s aid he 
mistook a horse for something else . ( In­
ves tigator Brian Musson ' s  attempt to uncover 
further information on this case was only 
partially s ucce s s f ul ) . 

PHASES OF THE CEIII 

1 .  Approach phas e :  Mrs C came across the 
obj ect and watched it for up to ten min­
ute s . 

2 .  Close ( attempt at contact ) phase : Mrs c 

moved further forward and alerted the oc­
cupant s  to her presence . 

3 .  Final (.departure ) phase :  The craft as­
cended into the sky . 

THE WITNESS 

Mrs C was helpful , cooperative , and polite 
at all times . 

I learned o f  this case when Mrs C telephoned 
me on the afternoon of September 1 2 , 19 7 3 ,  
after my appearance with Bryan Dickeson on 
Chri stchurch 3ZB radio for the morning show , 
Town Talk . 

No incon s i stencies or contradictions have 
been found in Mrs C ' s  story despi te cross 
checking . She seems honest and respons�. I 



The UFO phenomena has been wi del y popul ar­

i sed as a purel y contemporary manifestation, 
confi ned to the l ast few decades . Research­
ers have shown that thi s  i s  not the case and 
t hat phenomena that may be appearances of 
t he myst ery that pl agues us now , has been 
reported by man throughou t recorded hiswry . 
Such i s  t he case wi t h  t he ol dest conti nent 
on Earth . Acco unts of strange aeri al mys­
teries span the enti re hi story of white 
settl ement of Australi a .  The l egends and 
l ore of t he i ndi genous abori gi nes al so pro­
vides materi al suggestive of i nteractions 
wi t h  anomal i sti c aeri al phenomena. B ut ,  of 
course , i n  specul ati on about such data , i t  
sho u l d  be real i sed that the accounts are of 

a hi stori cal and anthropol ogi cal nat ure 
and , therefore , care shoul d be t aken not to 
i nterpol ate too much i nto them . 

Abo r i g i n a l  my t h s  i n co r po ra te t h e  i dea o f  
" s ky - be i n gs " ,  w i t h  t he Wan dj i n a be i ng pe r­
h a ps t h e  mos t i n te res t i ng f rom ou r po i n t of  
v i ew .  Wh i l e the  Wan dj i n a pa i n t i ng s  o f  the  
K i mbe r l ey s  h ave rece i ve d  a l l manne r of  i n ­
p e r p ret a t i on s , i t  i s  fas c i n a t i ng to see 
t ha t  t he i n d i geno us t r i bes v i ewed the  
Wan dj i n a a s  ' ' t h e  s p i r i t i n  the  c l oud" . 
I ndeed , t he un i q ue pa i n t i ng s ty l e  shows a 
l og i ca l  seq ue n ce f rom h uman f i g u res  to 
s ty l i se d  rep re se n t a t i on s  of c l ouds . Th i s  
dua l i ty of an t h ropomo rph i c  fo rm and "c lood s "  
i s  w i des p read i n  p r i m i t i ve cu l t u res  and 
f i nds  an  a r re s t i ng pa ra l l e l  i n  the b i b l i ca l  
accoun t s ,  pa rt i c u l a r l y  i n  "Exodu s " .  The re­
i n  t he " p i l l a r  of  f i re by n i gh t "  and " t he 
c l ou d  by day" was g i ven to  a l i g h t i ng on 
the g ro un d , an d a cco rd i ng to the St Jame s 
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ren de r i n g o f  " Exod us " ,  3 3 , 9 - 1 1 ,  we f i nd :  
" . . .  as  Moses en te red i n to the t abe rnac l e ,  
the c l ou dy p i l l a r de s cen ded , an d s tood at · 
the  doo r o f  the tabe rnac l e  . . .  And t he Lo r d  
s poke un to Moses face to face , a s  a man 
s peak u n t"o h i s  f r i ends ' ' .  Wh i l e t h i s  l i ne 
of t hough t i s  s ugges t i ve of  s upe r i o r  ' ' s ky­
be i ngs ' '  act i ng a s  cu l t u ra l cata l y s t s fo r 
p r i m i t i ve soc i et i es ,  I shou l d po i n t out  t hat 
mak i n g my t ho l og i ca l  compone n t  compa r i son s , 
can make fo r i n te res t i n g exe rc i s es , fu l l o f  
emot i ve s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  but  a re pu re l y  s pecu­
l a t i ve ,  an d s ho u l d  not be  re ga rded as any­
t h i ng mo re ( 1 )  . 

The abo r i g i n a l  shaman i s t i c  ' 'expe r i e n ce 
o f  dea th  and  r i s i ng ag a i n ' '  i n  t he i n i t i a t irn 
of t r i ba l  "men o f  h i gh deg ree"  f i n d s  some 
fas c i na t i n g pa ra l l e l s  w i t h  mode r n - day "UFO 
con tactee " l o re . I n  these s i tuat i on s , a 
t r i be sman i s  set  upon by "s p i r i t s "  an d i s  
"k i l l ed " - r i t ua l i s t i ca l l y  d i sembowe l l ed .  
He i s  t hen  " re s to red to l i fe" and  i n fo rmed 
of h i s  new s t an d i n g as a t r i ba l  "med i c i ne­
man " .  He i s  s choo l ed i n  s k i l l s be f i t t i n g a 
s haman . Wh i l e s uch acco un t s  a re w i de s p read 
and show w i de va r i ety , the fo l l ow i n g  reco rd­
ed by Spence r an d G i l l en i s  ge rmane to ou r 
a rea  of  enq u i ry :  "Then (Munkan  i nj i - a 
"s p i r i t " )  took ( Ku rkutj i )  away up  i n to the 
s ky ( a f te r the exp er i en ce of "dea t h  an d 
r i s i n g aga i n " )  and b rough t h i m  down to Ea rth , 
c l ose to h i s  own camp , whe re he hea rd the 
na t i ves mo u rn i ng fo r h i m ,  th i n k i n g he  wa s 
dead . Fo r a l ong  t i me h e  rema i ned  i n  a mo re 
or l e s s  dazed con d i t i on ,  but g radua l l y  he 
re cove red an d the nat i ves knew that he h ad 
been made i n to a med i c i ne-man" (2 ) . 
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The Bad abo r i g i n a l  t r i be o f  the Wes t  
K i mbe r l eys  h ave a fas c i n a t i n g ' ' s ky be i ng"  
l o re . They reve re a s u p reme be i ng ca l l ed 
Dj ama r . I n  abo r i g i na l  l o re t he soun d o f  a 
"b u l l roa re r" - a roa r i n g w i n d no i se - sym­
bo l i ses the  app roach of the god . The o r i g i ­
na l accoun t s  i n d i cate t h a t  Dj ama r ' s  bu l l ­
roa r  o r  "ga l ug u ru"  a re rep resen t a t i on s  o f  
t h e "be i ng "  i t s e l f . 1hus , when t he t r i ba l  
e l de rs l ed t he young  i n i t i a t e s  t o  a s tony 
bed of  a c reek an d s howed the ho l es whe re 
Dj ama r had  i mp l an ted  h i s  "ga l ugu ru" , we 
have t he s ugges t i on t h a t , wha t eve r appea r­
ance o r  ma n i fe s t a t i on t he s ky - be i n g took, i t  
l e ft  beh i n d a phys i ca l  t race of  i t s p re­
sence . E l  i a de q uotes  E . A .  Wo rms when he  
i n d i cates : " Ea rnes t l y  t he o l d men  i mp re s s  
o n  the you t h s  t h e  te r r i b l e  fo rce of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  ' tj u r un ga ' ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  man i fe s t ­
a t i on of Dj ama r ) , b y  po i n t i ng o u t  t he ba l d­
nes s of  t he s u r round i n g h i l l s and  the  dam­
aged b a rk of t he t rees st ruck by Dj ama r 
when he  wn i r l ed the  b u l l roa r .  I t  smas hed 
t h e rocks o f  t he fo re sho re" . Aft e r  the  
man i fe s t a t i on of  Dj ama r wh i ch l e f t  beh i n d 
a l l t h i s  damage , t he  s up reme be i n g ,  Dj ama r 
a s cended on ce aga i n  i n to  the  s ky w i t h  h i s  
" t j u run ga" ( 3 ) . 

W i t h t h e  adve n t  of  wh i te co l on i s a t i on ,  
documented  acco un t s  appea red w i th  some f re­
q ue n cy . Because of  the n umbe r i n vo l ve d , 
on l y  a s e l ect i on h a s  been i n c l uded  he re . 
They ce r t a i n l y  demon s t rate  that  UFO  s i g h t ­
i n g s  h ave been a roun d fo r qu i te a l ong  
t i me ( 4 ) . 

One o f  t he ea r l i es t  accoun t s  so  fa r u n ­
cove red , i s  ge rmane to  t he wo r l d-w i de phen ­
omenon o f  "ghos t - l i gh t s " - those e l u s i ve 
" w i l l  o '  t he w i s ps " . T .  Ho r ton J ames, i n  
"S i x  Mon t h s  i n  Sou t h  Aus t ra l i a  & C . " , 
( London , 1 83 8 )  recou n t ed how he and  a pa r ty 
of t r ave l l e r s i n  t he Oven R i ve r  re g i on of  
ea s te r n V i cto r i a  ( t hen  known as  pa r t  o f  
t h e  Po rt P h i l l i p  d i s t r i ct )  "s aw a f i re a 
l i t t l e  way o f f" . Apa r t  f rom a pos s i b l e  
n a t u ra l exp l anat i on ,  the  ve ry remote  l o­
ca l i ty made t he pa rty s pe cu l a te t h a t  " i t  
mu s t  be e i t h e r  bus h range rs  (Aus t ra l i an 
equ i va l en t  to  ' h i ghway-men ' o r  ' o ut l aws ' 
- W . C . C . )  o r  t rave l l e rs "  l i ke themse l ve s . 
A l t hough the hou r wa s l a t e , one o f  t he 
t r ave l l e rs s a dd l ed up  a horse  and, w i t h  h i s  
s e rvan t , rode out  to i n ve s t i gate . "The 
w r i te r was  recommen ded not  to  go to  s l eep , 
b u t  to s moke anot he r c i g a r , a s  t h ey wou l d  
be ba ck d i rect l y .  B ut i t  was about t h ree 

2 4  

hou rs , befo re they re t u rned , and h ad seen 
n e i t he r  f i re ,  bush rangers , no r t rave l l e rs . 
They rode bad l y  up  to t he s pot  wh ere  the 
f i re , a s  t hey t hough t , was b u rn i ng ,  but  i t  
was as  fa r o f f  -as when they s t a r ted .  I n  
s ho r t ; i t  t u rned out to be a n  ' i gn i s  fa t us ' ,  
o r  j a ck-a- l an thorn ( s i c? ) , and kep t  them 
upwa rd s of a hou r t rot t i ng i n  va i n  pu rs u i t ,  
' t i l l  by some s udden f l i cker i n g and  pa l e­
ness , i t  con f i rme d  t hem i n  i t s un s ubs tant ia l 
nat u re , and t hey re t u rned ra ther  mo r t i f i e d 
to be d . . .  ' '  ( 5 ) . 

Coop ers  C reek i n  cen t ra l  Au s t ra l i a  bo re 
w i tne s s  to anothe r mo re s u bs t an t i a l ae r i a l 
"v i s i on " . The accoun t come s f rom t he 
j ou rn a l of W i l l  i am J .  W i l l s who , w i th R .  
O ' H a ra Bu rke , pe r i s hed at  t he e n d  of  an 
e p i c  t rek t h ro ugh the cen t re of Au s t ra l i a . 
W i l l s '  d i a ry p l aces  t he i n c i dent  a round J ure 
23 , 1 86 1 . He w ro te : "Nea r dayb reak , K i ng 
repo r ted see i ng a moon i n  t he ea s t , w i t h  a 
haze of l i ght  s t re t ch i n g up  f rom i t ;  he  de­
c l a red  i t  to  be q u i te as l a rge as the moon , 
and not d i m a t  the edges . I am so weak 
that any a t tempt to ge t a s i gh t  of i t  was 
out  of the  ques t i on ;  but  I t h i nk i t  mu s t  
have been Ve nus  i n  t he zod i aca l l i g h t  h e  
s aw ,  w i t h  a co rona  round he r" . Wha teve r i t  
was , i t  ce r t a i n l y  d i d  not appea r t o  be 
Venus . W i th i n  a few d ay s , bo th  Bu rke and 
W i l l  i s  we re dead and t he l one  s u rv i vo r  of 
the t rag i c  exped i t i on , John K i ng ,  re t u rned 
w i t h  a sea rch pa rty soon a f t e r to g i ve bo th  
men p rope r b u r i a l  and  to  recove r t he wr i t ten  
docume n t s  ke pt  by W i l l s .  W i thout t hese the  
exped i t i on ' s  con f ron t a t i on w i t h the  w i l ds 
o f  cen t ra l  Aus t ra l i a  an d the  "v i s i on" of 
K i ng  may neve r h ave been de ta i l ed ( 6 ) . 

I f  t he "Memo randum Book" of  one F red W .  
B i rm i ngh am i s  t o  b e  be l i eved , t hen  Paramatt a ,  
i n  1 86 8 ,  p l ayed hos t to a mos t pe cu l i a r  
"ma ch i ne to go t h rough the  a i r" .  M r  
B i rm i ngham , a l o ca l s u rveyo r ,  des c r i bed how 
on the n i g ht  of  J u l y  2 5 , 1 868 , a f te r a 
s t range p roce s s i on o f  v i s i on s , he ob se rved 
an "a rk" mov i n g s l ow l y  t h rough t he sky .  The 
obj ec t moved i n  a ho r i zon t a l manne r ,  t hen 
made a rap i d  descent  i n  t he oppos i t e d i rec­
t i on , f i na l l y  c u rv i ng to t he eas t . Th e 
s u rveyo r then fe l t  a " p resence" - a "s p i r i t " 
- bes i des  h i  m wh i eh "appea red l i ke a neut ral 
t i n t s h ade and t he sh ape o f  a man i n  h i s  
u s ua l f rock d res s • • .  Accord i ng to t he ac-
co u n t , t h i s 1 1  s p i r i t • ' a l 1 e g e d 1 y asked of  
B i rm  i ngham :  ' ' Have you a des i re o r  do you 
w i sh to  e n t e r  upon i t  ( t he  a rk) ! "  B i rni ng,am 
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re p l i e d i n  t h e  af f i rmat i ve and bo t h  we re 
ca r r i e d gen t l y  t h rough the  a i r to  whe re 
t he obj e ct h a d  l an ded i n  nea rby P a r rama t t a  
Pa rk . T h e  ' ' pecu l i a r s h ap i ngs ' '  o f  t he 1 1a rk ' ' 
( a s he re fe r red to i t ) we re 1 1we l l i mp re s ­
sed ' ' o n  B i rm i ngham ' s m i n d .  ' '  . . .  The co l ou r  
seemed t o  b 1 en d w i t h f a  i n t , f J i t t , j, n g s h a  des 
o f  s t ee l b l ue ,  be l ow and  appe a r i ng t remu ­
l ous an d l i ke on e m i g h t  t e rm magn i f i ed 
s ca l es o f  a l a rge f i s h . . .  ( b u t  w i t hou t )  t he 
s h ape of  any t h i ng that  h a s  1 i fe ' ' .  The 
s p i r i t l ed the way i n to a room on t he 
a rk ,  wh i ch B i rm i n gham des c r i bed as  a ' 'p i l o t  
house ' ' .  I n  t h i s  room t h e  r e  w a s  on 1 y a large 
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t ab l e ,  w i t h  s pace a l l a round  i t .  The sp i r i t 
g ave t he s u rveyor some pape rs ,  s ay i ng :  ' ' l t  
i s  abso l u t e l y  n eces s a ry t h at you s hou l d 
know t h e s e  t h i n gs , but , you can s t udy t hem 
as you go on ' ' .  He s aw on l y  one page , wh i ch 

con t a i ned t he eq uat i on ,  V=5 50+ ( 50q(A ) , and 
t hen  rea l i s ed t h at he was a l one . Bi rm i ngham 
then s a i d :  1 1 So I fe l l ,  I s uppose , i n to my 
us ua l s l eep i ng s t ate  and , wak i ng next mo r­
n i ng ,  deep l y  i mp re s s ed w i t h  t h at v i s i on of 
the n i g h t  . .  } '  Some t i me l a te r ,  i n  J a n u a ry 
1 869 , wh i l e t ry i n g to so l ve an en g i nee r i n g 
p rob l em ,  B i rm i ngham was s u rp r i sed to f i n d ,  
i n  a book , the  eq ua t i on he  had  seen s i x 
mon t h s  ea r l i e r i n  the  s t range a r k .  Wh i l e 
t h i s  cu r i ous  accoun t may seem r i d i cu l ous , 
a spect s of i t  a re ge rmane to t he con tempo r­
a ry UFO c l a i ms o f  ' ' con t act ' '  ( 7 , 7A) . 

I n  1 879 , M r S .  Wo rs l ey C l i fton , Co l � ecto r 
of  Cus toms , a t  F reeman t l e ,  Wes te rn Aus t ra ­
l i a ,  fo rwa rded t h e  fo l l ow i ng accoun t of  a 
' ' rema rka b l e  me teo r' ' ,  to R . J . E l l e i g , of  the  
Me l bou rne obse rvatory . E l l e i g ,  i n  t u rn ,  
pas sed i t on· to ' ' Nat u re ' ' , wh i ch pub l i shed  
the repo rt i n  t he i r J une  5 ,  1 879 , ed i t i on 
( Vo 1 . 20 p . 1 2 1 ) . The even t ocu r red on Feb­
rua ry 1 of  t he s ame yea r :  ' 'A sma l l b l ack 
c l ou d, on a c l ea r  day, appea red i n  t he eas t , 
t rave l l i n g - not  ve ry sw i ft l y  towa rds the  
no r t hwes t ,  wh i ch bu rs t  i n to a ba l l  of f i re 
w i th an app a ren t d i s c the  s i ze of t he fu l l  
moon , b l ood- red i n  co l ou r .  I t  l e ft  a t rai n 
of  b l ack o r  da rk- co l ou red vapou r a c ross  
the heavens  wh i ch wa s v i s i b l e  fo r th ree 
q u a r t e rs of an hou r .  N o  sound wa s h ea rd , 
s ky pe rfect l y  c l ea r , and  t he the rmomete r , 
1 00 ° F ,  i n  t h e  sh ade1 1 ( 8 ) . 

The fo l l ow i ng account  may not be re l e­
van t to the U FO s ubj ect , but  i t  has  been i n ­
c l uded beca u se of  f requen t i n c l u s i on of  the  
s to ry i n  a n umbe r  o f  U FO books , none of  
wh i ch have doc umented  i t  i n  any det a i l .  
Th i rteen members  o f  the  c rew of  t he ' 'H . M . S .  
Bacch an te ' '  saw 1 1a s t range 1 i ght , as i f  of 
a phan tom ve s s e l a l l ag l ow1 1 , at  4 o ' c l ock 
on the mo rn i ng of J u ne 1 1 , 1 88 1 , wh i l e  a t  
s ea be tween Me l bou rne a n d  Sydney . T h e  ee r i e 
en coun t e r  was re �o r d � d  by one o f  t he m i d­
s h i pmen - none o t h e r  t han the t � c � Duke o f  
Yo rk (who l a te r re i gned a s  K i ng Geo rge of 
Eng l an d f rom 1 9 1 0 to 1 9 36)  - i n  a d i a ry , 
an d can be found i n  the book. ,  1 1 C r u i se of de 
Bacch an te" , a wo rk comp i l ed f rom the j ou r ­
na l s  of  K i ng  Geo rge . The Duke of Yo rk was 
se rv i n g w i t h  h i s  b rothe r , P r i nce A l be r t  
V i ctor , o n  H . M . S . Bacchan te ' s  round- the­
wo r l d voyage , be tween 1 879 and 1 882 . The 
s t range l i g h t  has been des c r i bed as a 
"ph an tom s h i p ' '  o r  a 1 1 ce l e s t i. a l  obj e ct 1 1 •  
He re i s  t he accoun t .  De c i de fo r you rse l f  
what i t  was : 1 1 l n  t he m i d s t  of  the  red 
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l i gh t , t h e  ma s t s , s pa rs  and  s a i l s  of  a b r i g 
two h u n d re d  y a rds  d i s t an t  s tood out  i n  
s t rong re l i e f a s  s he came up  on the  po rt  
bow .  The  l ookou t i n  the fo re cas t l e  re po rt ­
e d  he r a s  c l ose  t o  the bow , wh i l e a l so t he 
o f f i ce r  o f  t h e  wat ch f rom t he b r i dge  c l ea r­
l y  s aw he r .  So d i d  the q u a rte r deck m i d ­
sh i pman , who w a s  s en t fo rwa r d  a t  on ce t o  
t h e  fo recas t l e ;  b u t  o n  a r r i v i ng was no 
ves t i ge or s i gn of any ma te r i a l  s h i p . The 
n i g h t  wa s c l ea r  and the sea c a l m . Th i r teen 
pe rson s a l toget he r s aw h e r . Two o t he r s h i � 
o f  t he squad ron , t he Tou rma l i ne a n d  the 
C l eopat r a , who we re o f f  ou r s ta rboa rd bow , 
a s ked  whe t h e r  we had  seen the s t ran ge red 
l i gh t "  ( 9 ) . 

Du r i ng the  1 89 0 s , 1 1 ghos t 1 i g ht s • •  we re 
f req uen t l y  ob se rved mov i ng a l ong the  roads  
and  about  t he coun t ry s i de i n  Sou t h  Aus t ­
ra l i a .  Fa rme rs  a t  O r ro r ro, and  Co rn i s h 
coppe r m i ne rs a t  Moon t a , often m i s took t he� 
sma l l det ache d ,  l i g h t s  fo r b i cy c l e  l amps at  
a d i s t an ce . B u t  once t hey we re ob se rved a t  
c l os e r  range , on l y  a wh i te l i gh t  sou r ce 
cou l d  be d i s ce rned . Some t i me s , two l i g h t s  
cou l d  be s een toge t he r .  Many a t tempt s  we re 
made to c a t ch the  e l u s i ve l i g h t s  a s  t hey 
moved about  at  fen ce l eve l . These a t temp t s  
we re no mo re s ucce s s fu l than  they a re today . 
Aft e r  a few yea r s , t h e  repo r t s  of  t he e l u­
s i ve l i g h t s  i n  th i s  remote  a rea o f  Sou th 
Aust ra l i a ,  s eemed to d i e  out  ( 1 0 ) . 

An ane cdote , handed down w i t h i n  a fa rm­
i n g fam i l y ,  to l d  of  an ext r ao rd i n a ry U FO 
s to ry , a l l eged to  have occu r re d  i n  1 89 3  i n  
cen t ra l  New Sou t h  Wa l e s .  A f a rme r  c l a i med 
t h a t  a s auce r- s ha ped ae r i a l  obj ect l an ded 
i n  a paddock on h i s  p rope rt y . As h e  ap­
p roach ed the  obj ec t , a man  i n  s t range 
c l ot h i ng eme rged f rom i t .  The fa rme r wa l k­
e d  towa rds  the  be i ng - perhaps  mak i ng some 
sort  of t h reaten i n g ges t u re - and t h e  
s t range r s hone s ome k i nd of to rch a t  h i m .  
The fa rme r was th rown to the g round  an d 
was s t unned . When  he rega i ned  con s c i ous ­
ness , the ma n and  the obj ect h a d  gone . H i s  
hand , whe re t h e  1 t o rch 1 beam had  h i t  h i m ,  
was a l l eged l y  pa ra l y sed fo r l i fe .  B i z a r re 
as t he s to ry seems , s i m i l a r en cou n t e rs w i �  
U FOs  wou l d  be repo rted  i n  t h e  yea rs fo l l ow­
i ng Wo r l d Wa r Two , many  of wh i ch wou l d  be 
documen ted . As far as  documen t a t i on fo r 
th i s  p a rt i cu l a r s to ry i s  con ce rn ed , the  
det a i l s  we re passed  on to the l a te O r  M i ran 
L i n d tne r ,  a P re s i den t of t he U FO I n ve s t i ­
gat i on Cen t re ( now known as  U FO Re sea rch , 
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NSW) , and  no re cords  o f  i t  h ave been ext an t  
a f t e r  h i s  acc i den t a l dea t h  i n  Ge rmany , du r­
i ng Aug u s t  1 969 ( 1 1 ) .  

Du r i n g 1 90Z , the mon th o f  November  p l ay­
ed hos t  to an i n c red i b l e  a r ray o f  • • f i  rba l 1 • • 
re po rt s , th roughout  much of  ea s te rn Aus t ­
ra l i a .  1 1An e l ect r i ca l  f i reba l l 1 1 s t a r ted  
a f i re nea r t he s ha ft of t he new Ba rambag i e  
m i ne ,  a man i n  H a r r i s  Park  i n  Sydney was 
knocked uncon s c i ous and  l e ft  pa r t i a l l y  
pa ra l ysed  when a f i reba l l exp l oded above 
h i m  an d f i reba l l s  the s i ze of houses  we re 
repo rted  f rom many d i f fe re n t  l oca t i on s . The 
fo l l ow i ng repo r t  of Novembe r  ZO , was probab­
ly  t h e  mos t i n te re s t i ng of  that  per i od .  l t  
appe a r s  to dec r i be a • •day l i gh t  d i s c" .  At 
9 . Z 7 a . m . , 1 1 a rema r kab l e  phenomenon was w i t­
nes s ed i n  t h e  heavens by M r  G r i f f i t h s , t h e  
a s s i s tan t as t ronome r , and  othe rs 1 1  a t  t he 
Ade l a i de Obse rvatory . 1 1Two of f i ce rs we re 
tak i ng weathe r obs e r va t i on s , when t hey no­
t i ced a b r i l l i an t  g l obu l a r l i gh t  h av i n g a 
p l anet a ry d i s c .  l t  appea red S S E , a t  an 
a l t i t ude of abou t 4 5 ° . l t  moved s l ow l y  
no r t hwa rds , pass i ng w i th i ng 1 5  o r  zo o o f  t he 
s un , and  was b r i gh t l y  v i s i b l e  t i l l  9 . 3 1 , 
fou r  m i n u te s  i n  a l l .  M r  G r i f f i t hs , who ob­
s e r ve d  i t  fo r a m i n ute , s t a tes t h a t  i t  
cove red a bout  zo o o f  an  a rc i n  t h a t  t i me .  
The obj e c t  appea red l i ke Ven u s  does when i t  
i s  a t  i ts g reates t b r i l l i an cy soon a fte r 
s un s e t . M r  G r i f f i t h s  l os t  s i g h t  of  the  
me teo r i c  obj ect a t  an a l t i t ude o f  45°  above 
the  ho r i zon . O the r obse rve rs s ay i t  t rave l ­
l ed a t  l ea s t  90 ° and  was l os t  s i gh t  of  i n  
t h e  g rea t g l a re of  t h e  sky . When i t  wa s 
nea r to t he p r i me ve rt i ca l  i t  became e l on ­
g a t e d  and  took a n  e l l i p t i ca l  fo rm , t he l ong 
ax i s l y i ng south to no r t h 1 1 ( 1 Z ) . 

Fo r a few weeks du r i ng J u l y and Aug u s t  
1 909 , i n  New · Zea l and  a n d  t h e n  Aus t ra l i a ,  a 
wave o f  1 1ae r i a l i t i s 1 1 - s i g ht i ng s  o f  un us ua l 
noctu rna l 1 i g h t s  and  1 1a i r sh i ps 1 1  - occ u r red . 
Ob se rva t i ons  we re pa rt i cu l a r l y  i n tense  i n  
New Zea l and , w i t h  1 1 a i r sh i p  ope rato r s 1 1 be i ng 
repo r ted a t  Ke l so ,  Go re , Ka i kora , Po i n t 
Mo l yneaux , C l i n ton an d Ma r l bo rough Soun d .  
The Go re repo rt  took p l ace on J u l y  30 . At 
abou t 5 a . m . , two men , wo rk i ng on the Synd i ­
cate No . Z  d redge on a r i ve r  i n  the Wa i kaka 
Va l l ey , a few m i l e s no r t h  of Go re , obse rved 
s t range l i gh t s  app roach i n g th rough t he m i s t .  
The men cou l d  make out  a n a r row boa t - s haped 
ae r i a l  c ra f t , w i th two f i g u res s i t t i ng i n  
i t . The obj ect c i rc l ed the d redge s eve ra l  
t i mes ,  ma k i ng 1 1cu r i ous an d seem i ng l y i mpos 



H I S T O R I C A L  A U S T R A L I A N U F O  R E P O R T S  

Reproducti on of Kel so, N .  Z .  , " ai rship" fused 
on eye-wi tness sket ches . 

s i b l e  manoeuv res . 1 1 l t  wou l d  t rave l a t  speed, 
then s ud den l y  dece l e ra t e . Eve n t ua l l y , i t  
d i s appea red i n to  the m i s t , l eav i ng a ye l l ow 
g 1 a re beh i nd 1 1  ( 1 3 )  . 

Seve ra l i n te res t i ng repo r ts have not be� 
accu ra te l y  dated , but a re wo r t hy of me n t i on .  
The on l y  known l and i ng repo r t  o f  t h i s  pe r i ­
od , occu r red  a t  Po rt  Mo l yneaux . The a i rship  
was a l l eged to  h ave l anded , and  occupan t s  
o f  "J apane se" appea ran ce eme rged and  engag­
e d  an on l ooke r i n  con ve rs at i on .  Th i s  ac­
coun t appe a re d  i n  t h e  l on g  de f un ct  1 1 C l u t h a  
F ree P re s s " .  I n  abou t ea r 1 y Augus t ,  a 
Ma r l bo rough Sounds  man c l a i me d  that  an  a i r ­
s h i p  h ad swoope d ove r h i s  l aun ch an d i t s 
o ccupa n t s  a ppa ren t l y  th rew m i s s i l es a t  h i m . 
The s e  m i s s i l e s made a " f i zz i ng 1 1 soun d  when 
t hey h i t the wa te r .  Fo r a s ho r t t i me ,  New 
Zea l an d  expe r i en ced a wave o f  a i r s h i p  re­
po r t s  wh i ch pa ra l l e l ed t he 1 896- 9 7  wave i n  
t he Un i t e d  S t at e s  ( 1 4 ) . 

By ea r l y  Aug us t ,  i t  seemed t h a t  the a i r­
sh i ps  h a d  a l l b u t  bade goodbye to the sho r5 
o f  t h e  g reen - va l ed dom i n i on .  B u t  Aus t ra­
l i an s  we re by  t he n  expe r i en c i n g a seve re 
bo u t  of ae r i a l  i s t i s . Re po r t s  of the  "noc­
t u rn a l my s te ry of the a i r ' ' began to  f l ood 
i n  f rom a l l ove r Aus t ra l i a . A w r i te r fo r 
the  Sydney pape r , the 1 1 Da i l y  Te l eg r aph ' ' ,  
made t he fo l l ow i n g  comme n t s  i n  the Augus t 
1 3  ed i t i on o f  1 909 : ' 'The t an i uha  o f  t he 
a n c i en t  M ao r i  a n d  the t i ge r  o f  Tan t a noo l a ,  
whose a l l eged l y  fea r some and  phantom- l i ke 
fo rms a re s a i d to have f l a s hed be fo re h uman 
v i s i on f rom t i me to t i me a re i n  the s hadow 
j us t  n ow .  The t a l k i s  o f  ' t hose my s te r i ous  
l i gh ts ' repo r t e d  f i r s t  f rom New Zea l and  an d 
l at e r  f rom po i n t s of  the  ceun t ry i n  t h i s  
s t ate" . At  t he t i me ,  the  conj unct i on o f  
J up i t e r  and  Ven u s  wa s occur r i ng an d was 
p a r t i cu l a r l y  p rom i nen t i n  t he wes t -no r t h ­
wes t  s ky d u r i ng t he e a r l y  even i ng hou rs . 
No doubt , many of  the  repo r t s  of  t h i s  pe r i od 
we re , i n  fact , m i s i n te rp re t a t i on s  of  t he 
p l ane t a ry conj u n c t i on .  Howeve r ,  some of  

the repo r t s  cannot 6e so eas i l y d i s m i s sed . 

The f i rs t Au s t ra l i an repo r t s  (wh i ch a l ­
so seem to be  among t he mo re p roba t i ve )  ap­
pea r  to have eman ated f rom Gou l bu rn , NSW . 
On Thu rsday , Augu s t  5 ,  th ree o r  fou r res i ­
den t s  of  No r t h  Gou l b u rn , repo r ted see i n g a 
b r i g ht , mov i n g ,  b l ue 1 i gh t  i n  the no r t he rn 
s ky . l t  moved to Gove rne r ' s  H i l l ,  swe rved 
and  pa s s ed ove r the ra nge to t he eas t .  The 
re po r t s  pe rs i s ted fo r seve ra l n i g h t s , w i th 
the 1 i g ht  be i ng des c r i bed as  b i g  as  "a motor 
ca r l amp' ' .  On Augu s t  7 ,  a t  about  1 0 . 30 p . m . , 
fou r  young  men , a t  the b r i ck k i l n s nea r the 
No r t h  Go u l b u rn ra i l way s t a t i on , s aw t he 
l i gh t . The pape rs  of the day des c r i bed the 
even t : " l t  was pa l e  b l ue i n  co l ou r o  The 
b r i g h t ne s s  of the  l i g h t  a t t racted the yo� 's 
a t tent i on .  On l y  t he l i gh t  was seen , the re 
be i ng noth i ng to s how t he p resence of  a 
s uppo r t i ng body . The l i gh t  was ext reme l y  
b r i  1 1  i an t .  I t  came f rom beh i nd the  eas t e rn 
ran ge s  and , a fte r a s cend i ng a con s i de rab l e  
he i gh t : c i r c l ed round i n  the d i rec t i on 
f rom wh i eh · i t  had  come" . At about 1 1  p . m . 
a t  n i gh t  on Aug u s t  1 3 ,  1 1 seve r a l  re s pon s i b l e  
res i den t s  ( o f  G l en l nnes , NSW) des c r i bed an 
obj e c t  l i ke a ba l l oon mov i ng i n  a northe r l y  
d i rect i on .  A n i gh t  g l as s  was obta i ned and 
the obj ect wa s found to be s haped l i ke an 
i nve rted  top .  The l owe r po rt i on was l i gh t ­
ed  and , as t h e  body revo l ved , a 1 i gh t  l i ke 
a sma l l f l as h l i ght  kept  t u rn i ng on t he l and 
beneath . The u ppe r po r t i on was i n  da rknes s  
an d t h e  obj ect  con t i n ued  d r i ft i ng i n  a no r �­
e r l y  d i rect i on"  ( 1 5 ) . 

Aus t ra l i a  has  a r i ch t rad i t i on o f  ghos t 
l i g h t s , the mos t p rom i nen t o f  t hese be i n g 
the  M i n -M i n  l i gh t s  o f  wes te rn  Queen s l and . 
By 1 9 1 2 ,  the l i gh t  was a l ready l egend . Eve ry 
d rove r an d pas se rby on the D i aman t i na had 
e i the r seen or hea rd abou t the l i g h t - a 
l um i nous ova l , l i ke a f l uo res cent  footba l l  
- f l oa t i ng a foo t o r  two above t he g round , 
and a l way s , i t  seems , abou t ha l f  a m i l e  
away . E rnes t i ne H i l l  recoun ted  an  o l d  b u s h ­
men ' s  l egend wh i ch a l l udes to the s upposed  
o r i g i n  of  t he l i gh t .  "M i n -M i n  now i s  noth­
i ng but  the l i g h t . H i s to ry te l l s  t ha t  i t  
was on ce a roa r i ng shan ty noto r i ou s  fo r 
' l amb i ng down ' the shea re r s on sunset  rum , 

w i t h a ' dead hous e ' and a g rave y a rd nea rby . 
So many we re i t s c r i mes and mu rde rs  of ke ro­
sene and  b r i ms tone , that  i n  r i ghteous ange r 
they b u rn t  i t  to  t he g round . Th e p l a ce wa s 
s tone s  and deso l a t i on - but  the  dead men 
wou l d  not be fo rgot ten on the i r s tony p l ai n .  

2 7  
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J u s t  a s  a r i de r  was pas s i ng by , out  o f  t h a t  
g r avey a r d  came t he b i gges t J ack - 0 ' - Lan te rn 
i n  Aus t ra l i a ! 1 1 The o l d M i n -M i n  1 1 pub 1 1 an d 
1 1ma i n - ch an ge1 1 s t a t i on , u sed  to  s tand  a t  t h e  
boun da ry o f  two b i g  s t a t i on s  i n  t h e  Bou l i a  
d i s t r i ct .  S i gh t i ngs o f  t h e  1 i gh t  we re not 
en t i re l y t h e  s t u f f  of co l ou r f u l  l egend fo r ,  
even u p  un t i l  today , s i gh t i ng s  con t i n ue . 
Va r i ous exp l ana t i ons  · h ave been ban d i ed 
abou t , b ut none h a ve s uc ceeded i n  comp l e t e ­
l y  d i s pe l l i n g  t he p roces s i on o f  pecu l i a r 
t a l es t h a t  h ave come o u t  of  t h e  a rea  ( 1 6 ) . 

Du r i ng 1 92 5 , a you n g  Eng l i s h m i g ran t , 
Thomas G reen , was wo rk i ng on a fa rm , no r t h  
o f  Pe r t h , Wes te rn Aus t ra l i a , i n  t he v i c i n i �  
o f  Moo ra . One day , G reen c l a i ms he  was ou t 
r i d i ng w i t h t he son of  t he owne r of  t h e  
f a r m .  They came upon an obj ect  res t i ng i n  
a paddoc k .  l t  w a s  l i ke two s a u ce rs p l a ced  
edge on edge . A round t he out � i de we re oval 
s haped w i ndows . The obj ect  was res t i ng on 
fou r l eg s  s p l ayed outwa rds . l t  was not 
of "any co l ou r  of t h e  s pe c t r um1 1 and appe a r ­
e d  to be  s h i mme r i n g as  i f  s een th rough  a 
h ea t  h aze . The re was no sound i n  ev i den ce 
and the obj ect appea red to be des e r te d . 
The f a rme r ' s  son dec l a red t h a t  t h ey s hou l d  
make a h a s t y  ret reat an d not t e l l anyone o f  
t he i r f i n d .  Seve ra l  day s  l at e r , the  two 
ret u rned to t he s i te to f i n d the  obj ect  was 
gone . Whe re i t  had  res ted , the ea r t h  h a d  
been s cu f fed about ( 1 7 ) . 

Tha t  t r u l y  rema rkab l e  man , the l a te S i r 
F ranc i s  C h i ches t e r , encoun te red  an i nex­
p l i cab l e  ae r i a l  p henomen a , wh i l e mak i ng t he 
f i rs t so l o  p l ane  f l i gh t  a c ros s t he Tasman 
Sea , between  New Zea l an d  and Aus t ra l i a ,  i n  
1 9 3 1 . F rom h i s  beau t i fu l  book , 1 1The Lone l y  
Sea and the  S ky 1 1 ,  we fo l l ow h i s  en coun te r .  
At  3 . 00 p . m . , on J un e  1 0 ,  j us t  a f t e r s ee i ng 
t h e  S . S .  Ku row b a t t l i n g  i t s way t h rough 
heavy s eas  be l ow h i m ,  Ch i ches te r dec i ded to 
f l y  no r t h -wes t , to avo i d  fac i ng a s to rm 
t h a t  l ay i n  h i s  path : " Round t h e  s to r m  we 
f l ew i n to ca l m  a i r un de r a weak l azy s un . 
I took out  the  sext a n t  and  got two s hot s .  
l t  took me t h i r ty  m i n u t e s  to wo rk  t hem out , 
fo r t h e  eng i ne kept back f i r i ng ,  an d my 
a t te n t i on wan de red eve ry t i me i t  d i d  . . .  
S udden l y ,  ahead and t h i r ty deg rees to the  
l e ft , the re we re b r i gh t  f l a s hes  i n  seve r a l  
p l ace s , l i ke t h e  dazz l e  of  a he l i og ra ph . 
I s aw a d u l l g rey -wh i te a i r sh i p  com i ng 
towa r ds me . l t  seemed i mpos s i b l e , b u t  I 
cou l d  h ave swo rn t h a t  i t  was an  a i rs h i p , 
nos i n g towa r d s  me l i ke an ob l on g  pe a r l .  

2 8  

Except  fo r a c l ou d  o r  two , t he re was not h ­
i n g e l s e i n  t he s ky . I l ooked a round , som� 
t i mes  catch i ng a f l a s h  or a g l i n t ,  and t u rn ­
i ng a g a i n  t o  l ook a t  t he a i r s h i p  I foun d 
t h a t  i t  had  d i s ap pea red . I s c rewed u p  my 
eyes , unab l e  to b e l i eve t hem , and tw i s ted 
t he seap l ane t h i s  way and t h a t , t h i n k i n g 
t h a t  t he a i rs h i p  mus t be h i dden by a b l i n d 
s po t . Dazz l i ng  f l as hes con t i n ued i n  fou r  
o r  f i ve d i ffe rent p l a ces , b u t  I s t i l l  cou l d  
not p i ck out  any p l anes . Then , out  of some 
c l ouds  to my r i gh t  f ron t , I s aw anot he r ,  
o r  t he s ame , a i r s h i p  advanc i ng .  I wat ched 
i t  i n te n t l y ,  det e rm i ned not to l ook away 
fo r a f rac t i on of a secon d : I ' d see wha t  
ha p pened t o  t h i s  one , i f  I h a d  t o  chas e i t . 
l t  d rew s tead i l y  c l ose r , un t i l  p e rhaps  a 
m i l e  away , when s udden l y  i t  van i s hed . Then 
i t  rea p pea red , c l os e  to  whe re i t  had van i s h­
ed : I wat ched  w i t h  ang ry i n ten tnes s . l t  
d rew . c l ose r ,  and I cou l d  see t h e  d u l l g l eam 
of  1 i gh t  on i t s nose an d bac k .  l t  came on , 
b u t  i n s t ead of i n c reas i ng i n  s i ze ,  i t  d i m­
i n i shed a s  i t  app roached . When q u i te n ea r ,  
i t  s u dden l y  became i t s own ghos t - one secmd 
I eau 1 d see t h  roug, i t ,  and  t h e  next i t  had  
van i s hed . I de c i ded t h a t  i t  cou l d  on l y  be 
a d i m i n u t i ve c l ou d , perfe ct l y  shaped l i ke an 
a i r sh i p and t hen  d i s s o l v i ng ,  b u t  i t  wa s un­
can ny that  i t  s hou l d exact l y  res ume the  
s ame s hape a ft e r i t  once van i s hed . I t u rn ­
ed towa rds the  f l ashes , b u t  t hose too h a d  
van i s hed . A l l t h i s  w a s  many yea rs befo re 
anyon e s poke o f  f l y i ng s au ce rs .  Wha teve r 
i t  was I s aw ,  i t  seems to h ave been ve ry 
much l i ke what peop l e  h ave s i n ce c l a i med to 
be f l y i ng s au ce r s 1 1 ( 1 8 ) .  

A f i fty  yea r o l d  man recoun t ed,  i n  1 9 74 ,  
the  s to ry of  h i s  encoun t e r  w i th a m i n i - UFO 
b ack  i n  1 9 32 or 1 9 3 3 , nea r t he town of  
N ambou r ,  i n  Nor th e rn Queen s l and . He wa s 8 
o r  9 a t  the  t i me and , at  about  2 p . m . one 
a f t e rnoon , i n  a bout  l a te Ma rch o r  e a r l y  
Ap r i l ,  he was p l ay i n g  w i t h  some l o ca l ch i l d ­
ren . He s t rayed f rom them and wen t ove r to 
a nea r by h i l l ock , wh i ch was s u r rounded by a 
sma 1 1  body o f  wa te r :  1 1  • • •  I put  bot h  hands  
up i n  f ron t of me  and  pa r ted  t h i s  t a l l g rass  
to l ook t h roug h . I h ea rd a l ow h umm i ng 
sound an d s aw a round obj ect d i re ct l y  i n  
f ron t o f  me , abou t fou r fee t away . l t  l ook­
ed  the s ame s h ape as  i f  two o r d i na ry s auce � 
we re p l a ced face to face and t hen t u rned on 
t he i r  s i des . . .  The co l ou r  of t he obj ect was 
the s ame s ha de of s i l ve r  g rey as a Canbe r r a  
bombe r l ooks o n  a d u l l ,  ra i ny , ove r ca s t  
day . . .  Th e s i ze of  t h e  obj ect was 1 2  i n ches 
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1 1 I nn e s  I l 

i n  d i a me t e r .  l t  hove red 3 i n ches above t he  
s u r fa ce o f  t he wate r .  The re w a s  a s l i gh t , 
a l mos t  i mpe r cep t i b l e , . s h i ve r  of t he wa t e r  
s u r fa ce d i rect l y  be l ow t h e  obj ect a s  i f  i t  
was  d i re c t i n g a fo rce d i rect l y  downwa r d s  
i n  o r d e r to s tay  i n  t h e  a i r . . .  T h e  waves 
(o f wa t e r )  we re go i ng ou twa rd i n  con cen t r ic 
c i rc l e s d i re c t l y  be l ow t he obj e c t  . . .  The re 
was a ve ry h i g h s peed s h i ve r  mo t i on of the  
obj ec t a s  i f  a g y ro- s t ab i l i s e r  o f  some 
k i n d we re keep i ng i t  u p - r i gh t . As I ben t  
fo rwa rd  to l ook mo re c l os e l y ,  t h e  h umm i n g  
soun d  ros e  s udden l y  i n  p i t ch a n d  vo l ume , 
a n d  a t  t h e  s ame t i me a wh i ti s h m i s t  began 
to fo rm be tween me a n d  t he obj ec t , b u t  
c l os e  t o  i t  . . .  At  t h e  s ame t i me . . .  I fe l t  a 
t i g h t  fee l i n g i n  t he head a n d ,  a s  t he no i s e 
i nc rea s e d , I l e t go o f  t he t a l l g ra s s  a n d  
s t eppe d  b a ck . I co u l d not  s ee i t  any  mo r e  
a n d  I fe l t s un ned  i n  the  head , b u t  I cou l d  
s t i l l  hea r i t  h umm i n g  beh i nd the  t a l l g rass , 

I 
I 
I N . S . W .  I 

o on 1A- • t l an d  
1 1 • d \- .. P a rram a t t a  • Y dn e Y  e fl  e \ . eGo  I b u rn TASMAN 1 '""' ''\'0 v tm R 
l VIC \ .  SEA 
1 Me l b o u r  

• 
ew rY 

BASS STRA IT 

. . .  Soon a fte rwa r ds , eve ryone dec i ded to go 
up to t h e  hous e ,  a n d  on the way one g i r l  
s a i d  s udden 1 y :  1 Wha t  was t h a t  1 ? Somet h i n g 
f l ew up  be tween t hose t rees . • l t  wa s a 
magp i e ' , someone s a i d .  ' No i t  wa s not • , 
s a i d  the  f i rs t g i r l . I d i d  not see  anythi ng , 
b u t  I knew what i t  wa s ;  i t  wa s t he obj ect  
f l y i ng o f f . Th a t  n i gh t  I no t i ced  l a rge 
wh i te b l i s t e r s  on bot h  of  my h an d s  and I 
fe l t  out  o f  s o r t s . Somet i me d u r i n g t he 
n i g h t , wh i l s t I was as l eep , mos t  o f  the  
b l i s te rs b u r s t , an d one  or  two rema i n i ng 
bu rs t  d u r i n g t he day and  a c l e a r  f l u i d, 1 i ke 
wa te r, came out . I fe l t be t te r  a f te r  t h a t  . . . 1 1  

( 1  9 )  . 

I n  a l e t t e r  to t he U FO I n ves t i g a t i on 
Cen t re ( now ca l l ed  U FO Rese a r ch NSW) , M r  H .  
E .  B l ank  reca l l ed t h e  fo l l ow i ng un us u a l  
even t s : 1 1 l n  Queen s l and  i n  t he m i d 1 9 30s , 
I l i ved  i n  cen t ra l  Queen s l and  a t  a p l ace 

2 9  
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ca l l e d  Ma l ch i  on the l i ne wes t f rom Rock­
hampton , a bout  1 0  or 1 2  m i l es out i t  wou l d  
be . One n i g h t  I wa s awakened ,  about  2 a . m . ,  
by some p resence I cou l d  fee l , b u t  not s ee 
{ by t he way , t h i s  a rea  was i n  the  b u s h  w i � 
no s t reet l i g h ts anywhe re ) , I a rose f rom 
my bed wh i ch was on the  co rne r of a ve ran­
dah  and  wen t to  t h e  ve r andah  ra i l .  I mmed i ­
a te l y , a b r i l l i ant l i g h t  l i t up  the  who l e  
coun t ry s i de a n d  wen t  o u t . I sea rched the  
s k i es fo r t h e  sou rce a n d  s aw d i rect l y  ove r­
head a s ha pe i n  the s ky l i ke a s i ck l e .  
Th i s  wa s ve ry b r i gh t , t hough  sma l l i n  s i ze .  
As I wat ched , t h e  s ha pe faded away , b u t  kep t  
i t s o r i g i na l  s ha pe t i l l  the  en d .  l t  took  
pe rhaps  f i ve o r  ten m i n u tes  to fade  away . 
Ano t he r n i g h t ,  a t  t he s ame p l a ce , I was 
awakened, aga i n  abou t 2 a . m . , by some t h i n g I 
cannot  exp l a i n  { you wou l d  need to expe r i eoce 
t h i s  fee l i ng to unde r s t a n d  wha t I mean ) . 
I a rose  and  moved a l on g  a co r r i do r  o r  l and­
i n g , as  you m i g h t  ca l l  i t ,  that  connected  
the  house  to t he k i t chen . About  ha l f-way 
a l ong t h i s  l and i n g I s tood at the ra i l i ng  
and wa i ted fo r somet h i n g to t ake p l ace . 
Afte r a l i t t l e  wh i l e a g rea t l i g h t  l i t u p  
t h e  co un t ry s i de b r i g h t e r t h a n  dayl i ght. On 
l ook i ng s kywa rds  I s aw a c l u s te r, l i ke t h ree 
ba l l oon s , f l oa t i n g e a r t hwa rd s .  Some t h i n g 
1 i ke t h a t . They we re  each  as  l a rge as  a 
f u l l moon and  t h e  pu res t  co l ou rs one cou l d  
i mag i ne .  B r i 1 1  i an t c 1 ea r b 1 ue , b r i 1 1  i an t 
wh i te and b r i l l i an t  ye l l ow .  Th ree s ep a rate  
ba l l oon s  of  t h ree sepa ra te  co l ou r s . I 
wa t ch ed t h em f l oa t i ng s l ow l y  ea r t hwa rds  
and  then t hey j us t  wen t  out , a s  t hough 
someone had  sw i t ched off the  l i g h t . These  
t h i n gs puzz l ed me . I fe l t t h ey we re some 
k i nds  of s i gn s  and  cou l d  mean some t h i ng 
( 2 0 ) 1 1 • 

Pe rhap s  t he ea r l i es t  known U FO s i gh t i n g 
i n  Aus t ra l i a , to be appa ren t l y  s uppo r ted 
by a photog raph , occ u r red d u r i ng 1 9 3 5 . 
The U FO I C  (now UFOR  NSW) , o f  Sydney , re­
ce i ved deta i l s  of  the s to ry i n  1 969 . I n  
1 9 35 , M r  P . A . M .  Te r ry wa s s t a t i oned  w i th 
t h e  m i l i t a ry a t  Newcas t l e  and , on the  n i g h t  
o f  Octobe r 1 0 ,  he  wen t f i s h i ng a t  Nobby 1 S 
Head . The s ky was ove rcas t and  the re was 
no moon . At a bo u t  1 0  p . m . , wh i l e s i t t i n g 
on the  rocks , he not i ced a f l a s h  of  l i g h t  
i n  the  s ky o u t  ove r t h e  sea . Then a 
s teady l i g h t  appea red . l t  was b r i g h te r 
than a f u l l moon and  was hove r i ng about a 

m i l e  away a t  pos s i b l y  an a l t i t ude o f  l O POO 
fee t . l t  was  ye l l ow i n  co l ou r ,  b r i g h t  on 
the l owe r pa r t , and g radua l l y  d i m i n i s h i ng , 

30 

t h rough t h ree da rk band s , i n to a g rey colou r. 
The who l e  comp l ex appea red to l ook l i ke a 
t remendous l y  l a rge mus h room- shaped obj ect , 
con s i s t i ng o f  t h ree f l oo r s , t he s ma l l e r 
f l oo r  i l l um i n a t i ng a l l t h ree uppe r sect i ons . 
The obj ect  t hen s udden l y  des cende d to a 
he i gh t  es t i ma t ed a t  some 5 , 000 feet an d re ­
ma i ned s t at i on a ry fo r a few s econds . l t  
t h en moved q u i ck l y  back to i t s o r i g i na l  
pos i t i on .  M r  Te r ry had  a Kodak B rown i e  Box 
came ra  and had the p resence of  m i nd to take 
a snapsho t  a t  lf.o secon d expos u re .  Af te r 
abo u t  ten m i n u tes , t he obj ect began revo l v­
i ng w i t h i nc reased speed and  began to move 
away . I n  t h ree seconds , i t  h ad d i sappea red 
i n  the no r t h . The deve l oped photo s howed 
a de f i n i te c i r cu l a r  obj ect w i t h  de ta i l s  
seen  we l l  a t  en l a rgement , acco rd i ng to tlose 
who h ave seen the  p r i n t .  The whe reabo u t s  
of  the  p r i n t ,  a n d  t he w i t ne s s , a re no t 
known a t  t he momen t and e f fo r t s  made to  
t ra ck t hem down have , so fa r ,  been  uns ucces­
se fu l ( 2 1 ) . 

At abou t 2 . 30 a . m . , d u r i ng Feb r ua ry 1 9 44,  
a Bea u fo rt bombe r, f l y i ng at about 235 mph , 
a t  4 , 5 00 feet , ove r Bass  S t ra i t ,  ga i ned a 
mos t u n us u a l  ae r i a l  compan i on .  A 1 1 da rk 
s hadow1 1 a ppea re d a l ong-s i de t he p l ane and 
kep t  pace w i t h  i t , at  a d i s t an ce of on l y  
some 1 00 to 1 50 feet . The obj ect  appea red 
to have a f l i cker i ng l i g h t  and f l ame be l ch ­
i ng f rom i t s rea r en d .  On l y  abou t 1 5  fee t 
o f  the rea r en d was v i s i b l e  to t he bombe r 
c rew ,  appa ren t l y  c;J ue to 1 1 ref  1 ect i ng  o f  l i 9lt 
f rom ex ha us t 1 1 •  The s t range obj ect s tayed 
w i t h  t he bombe r fo r some e i gh teen to twenty  
m i n utes , d u r i n g wh i ch t i me a l l rad i o  and  
d i rect i on f i nd i ng i n s t rumen t s  re fused to 
fun c t i on .  l t  f i n a l l y  acce l e ra ted away f rom 
t he p l ane , a t  app rox i ma te l y  t h ree t i mes t he 
s peed of t he bombe r .  Upon l and i ng ,  t he 
p i l o t repo r ted the  i nc i dent  to h i s  base 
s u pe r i o rs , but he  c l a i med he was on l y  l augh­
e d  a t  ( 2 2 ) . 

Du r i ng t he i mmed i a te pos t  wa r pe r i od ,  
j us t  be fo re t he A rno l d s i gh t i n g o f  1 94 7 , 
seve ra l i n t e res t i ng repo r ts  occu r red i n  
Aus t ra l i a .  Dur i ng 1 947 , a t  about  2 i n  the  
mo rn i ng ,  an en l i s ted  man was  on  l i nes  p i cke t 
duty  i n  G re t a  A rmy camp , nea r Ma i t l and , N SW .  
H e  des c r i bed wha t  h appened i n  a l et t e r  t o  
U FO I C :  1 1  • • • I had  j us t  rea ched the  end of 
my p i cket l i ne, wh i ch ended 1 00 y a rds  oppos ite 
t he ma i n  ra i l way l i ne , when I not i ced a l ig h t  
i n  t h e  s ky app roach i n g f rom t he wes t .  As 
i t  d rew nea r , I s aw wha t  l oo ked l i ke a s i l -
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ve r dome s h a ped d i s c .  U n de r t h e d i s c the re 
wa s ( s i c ) b l ue f l ame s . l t  d i d  n o t  f l y  i n  
a s t r a i g h t  l i n e . l t  w a s  f l y i n g i n  a z i g ­
z a g  1 i n e a s  i t  a p p roa che d , l e av i n g b e h i n d 
a f a i n t ye l l ow o r  go l d  t ra i l .  T h e r e  wa s a 

so l i d  c l o u d  b a n k  n e a r l y ove rhead , s t re t ch ­
i n g away t o  t h e  ea s t . A s  t h e  U FO f l ew 
a bove t h i s  c l o u d  I co u l d  s e e  t h e g l ow f rom 
t h e f l ame i n  the c l o u d . Then a l l of a 
s u dden , t h e  c l ou d s  o ve r h e a d  we re l i t u p . 
T h e  l i g h t  w a s  so s t ro n g , I co u l d s e e  eve r y ­
t h i n g a ro u n d  me , e ve n  t he t re e s  on t h e 
o t h e r s i de o f  t h e r a i l way l i n e  . . •  Then the 
1 i g h t  faded o u t . That w a s  a l l I s aw . . .  I 
d i d  n o t h e a r a s o u n d  f rom i t  ( 2 3 ) ' ' .  

Du r i n g t h e w i n t e r  o f  1 94 7 ,  a you n g  woman, 
and he r s o n , we r e  d r i v i n g home i n  a B u i c k 
mo t o r ca r to New ry f rom n e a r by Ma f f r a  
( V i cto r i a ) . I n  comm un i ca t i o n s  w i t h t h e  
a u t ho r ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  d e s c r i be d w h a t  b e fe l l 
h e r : " l t  wa s d a r k e a r l y  an d I was mov i n g 
fa s t , d u e  to i n d i ca t i on s  o f  a s t o rm .  We 
ro u n d e d  a co r n e r ,  an d t h e re was a f i e l d o f  
ma i z e on t he r i g h t  . . .  an d t h i s  daz z l i n g 
go l den b a l l i n  f ron t o f  me . . .  A l l I s aw w a s  
a go l den g l ow i n g s p he re on t h e  roa d , o r  
r a t h e r hove r i n g i n c h e s  a bove i t  . . .  I was 
s c a re d  s t i f f ,  I co u l d  n o t  s t op t h e  c a r ,  
w i n d  b u f fe t e d  t h e  s t ron g  o l d ca r ,  a n d  s ma l l 
g u m t ree b ra n ch e s , ma i ze and d eb r i s  h i t 
t h e w i n dow s an d t h e  w i n d s c reen , some f l y ­
i n g o f f ag a i n , b u t mo re s t i c k i n g .  l t  s e em ­

e d  l i ke a wh i r l w i n d . . .  I cou l d  not a vo i d  
co l l i s i o n  . . .  ! co u l d  on l y  l oo k  a t  t h e  road 
be l ow i t ,  a s  i t  wa s b l i n d i n g l i g h t . I 
cou l d  n o t  s ee t h e  w ho l e  o f  t h e  s p h e re t h a t  
c l o s e . A t  t h e  po i n t o f  i mp a c t , i t  s eeme d 
t o  ro l l  to o n e  s i d e - t h e  h i g h emb a n kmen t 
s i d e - a n d van i s h beh i nd t h e  t a l l ma i ze .  
The ca r we n t  t h ro u g h , t he w i n d ce a s e d , 
t h e  de b r i s c e a s e d , a l l was p e a ce ( 2 4 ) " .  

So , a f t e r t h e  news o f  t h e "f l y i n g d i s c s ", 
pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t he U n i t e d  S t a t e s , t h ru s t 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of u n u s u a l a e r i a l  ph enome n a  
i n t o  wo r l dw i de p rom i ne n ce , on l y  h i n ds i g h t  
h a s  s hown t h a t t h e  ph enomen a h a s  been w i t h  
u s  l on g  b e fo re t h e n . Au s t ra l i a ,  l i ke ma n y  
o t h e r  co u n t r i e s ,  h a s  h a d  a r i ch c ro p  df urn 
s i g h t i n g s  l o ng be fo re t he mod e r n po p u l a r ­
i s a t i o n o f  t h e  my s t e ry . T h e  U F O ph enome n a 
seems to be as o l d  as man h i ms e l f . l  
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newscli-.-.-- " WRECKAGE I N  BERMUDA TR I ANGLE " 
SUBM I TTE D B Y  PAUL & CASSANDRA SOW I AK- RUDEJ 

Over the years , t he many di sappearances of shi ps and ai rcraft i n  t he Bermuda Tri angle , and 
the complete absence of wreckage , have led to the development of complex t heories li nki ng 
t hese events to the acti vi t y  of UFOs . Some of the mechanisms suggested i nvolve t he i ntru­
si on of other uni verses i nto our world , whi le others merely i nvoke time warps and gateways 
to unseen dimensi ons of time and space. 

On Fri day , Janu ary 1 4 ,  1 9 83 , however , the LONDON TIMES publi shed the followi ng arti cle whrh 

may i ndi cate t hat the mys tery i tsel f  is about to di sappear wi t hou t a trace : 

"WRECKAGE I N  BERMUDA TR I AN G LE , f rom P e t e r  N i c h o l s t  R ome . An Ital ian expedition has dis cov­
e red the wreckage of an Amer i c an Superconstel lat ion aircra ft on the seabed , 30 mi les o f f the 
Puerto Rican coast , in what is c laimed to be the first f ind ever made o f  the rema ins o f  an 
aircraft , or ship , which has van ished in mysterious c ircumstances within the so cal led 
1 Bermuda Triangle • .  

The Italian team o f  divers led by S ignor P ippo Cappellano was organized by the periodi cal 
MONDO SOMMERSO whi ch deals with underwate r exploration . S ignor Cappe ll ano returned to Itaw 
to de s cribe the find and goes back for more work in the Triangle at the weekend . 

The expedition reported the f ind o f  the old aircraft , whi ch was being used for cargo work 
when it dis appe ared , after an aerial reconaissance of the zone and received con firmation 
through the Ameri can coast guard that it had been los t on a fl ight f rom Miami to the Virgin 
I s l ands . The ai rcraft had vanished without explanation and without making a distress cal l . 

The wreckage rests in s and at a depth o f  about 5 5  ft . The fuselage is in two pieces . The 
divers were unable to enter the cabin because it was closed by twis ted pane l s . The bodies 
of the crew may s t i l l  be ins ide . 

The divers said that the aircraft c arried no passengers and the cargo section appeared to 
be practically empty except for some loading t rucks whi ch were s t i l l  in good working order . 

The controls also appeared to be in working order . Flaps and tail-contro ls gave a s in iste r 
impres s ion to the s cene by moving to and fro with the flow of water around them . 

The Triangle is notorious for the mysterious dis appearance of ships and aircraft but J�que s 
Cousteau , the oce anographer ,  s aid the mystery h ad been invented by • two or three authors 
who want to sel l books • " . l  
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A U T H O R : J I M  W O O D M A N  P U B L I S H E R : P O C K E T  B O O K S N Y  1 9 7 7  

A Book Review by Cas s andra Sowiak-Rude j 

Th e P l a in s  o f  N a z c a  a c h i e v e d wo r l d -w i d e  re c o �n i t i o n  w i t h  t h e , a d v e n t  o f  t h e  "An c i en t 
A s t r o n a u t "  e ra .  Th e m y s t e r i o u s d raw in� s , d i s ce rn ib l e  on l Y  f rom t h e  a i r ,  w e r e  o b v i o u s 
c an d i d a t e s  in t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  e v i d e n c e o f  e x t ra t e r r e s t r i a l v i s i t a t i o n  in P re h i s t o ry .  
O n c e  v o i c e d , t h e  s u��e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a re a  w a s  on c e  a s P a c e  P o r t w a s  e a� e r i Y swa l ­
l o we d b Y  t h e  P u b l i c ,  a n d  n o  amo u n t  o f  e v i d e n c e t o  t h e  c on t r a rY s e eme d a b l e  t o  t o t a l I Y  
d i s P e l I t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  s om e t h in� co u l d  on l Y  h a v e  b e en a P P re c i a t e d  f r om t h e  a i r , 
t h en s om e o n e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e re t o  a P P r e c i a t e  i t ! 

Th i s  b o o k  t e l I s  t h e  s t o ry o f  an a d v en t u re in e x P e r im e n t a l  a r c h a e o l o� Y  u n d e r t a k en b Y  
memb e rs o f  t h e  I n t e rn a t i o n a l Ex P l o re rs S o c i e t Y  i n  1973 . A u t h o r J im Wo o dman , o n  s e e­
in� t h e  f amo u s  d r aw in�s f i rs t h an d , s h a re d  no l e s s  s t ron� I Y  t h an an Y o n e  e l s e ,  t h e  c o n­
v i c t i o n  t h a t  o t h e rs b e f o re u s  m u s t h a v e  v i ew e d t h e  s Ymb o l i c c re a t u r e s  an d � e ome t r i c a l 
s h a P e s  f ro m  t h e  b re a t h t a k in� v an t a� e  P o in t  o f  t h e  s k Y .  

H i s  c o n v i c t i on , un l i k e  an Y on e  e l s e s , w a s , h ow eve r t ran s f o rme d , b Y  a c h an c e e n c o un t e r 
w i t h a b a l l o on i s t , in t o  a h Y P o t h e s i s t h a t  t h e  P e o P l e  o f  N a z c a  c o u l d  h a v e  enj o y e d  
t h e i r  c re a t i o n s  f ro m  P r im i t i v e  h o t  a i r  b a l l o o n s . 

T h e  c h a P t e rs d o c um e n t , in a t h o ro u � h  b u t re a d a b l e  s t Y l e ,  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r ,  an d d i s c o v e rY 
o f , e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  t h e o rY : t h e  f in d in� o f  an c i en t  P o t t e ry s h a r ds an d t e x t i l e s d e ­
P i c t in� f i Y in� m e n  a n d  s t ran�e , t r i an� u l a r a P P a ra t us ; t h e  t e s t in� o f  1 , 500 Y e a r  o l d  
c l o t h  r e c o v e r e d  f rom � r a v e s  on t h e  d rY P l a ins ; t h e  re i n t e r P re t in� o f  o l d  l e� e n d s  o f  
f l i� h t s  t o  t h e  s un ,  an d a i r- b o rn e  s P i e s ; t h e w e a v in� o f  a re e d  � o n d o l a  a c c o rd in� t o  
s t i l I s u rv i v in� t ra d i t i o n s ; an d t h e s u s P en s e  o f  t h e  P re P a ra t i on s  f o r  t h e f in a l , an d 
s u c c e s s f u l , f l i� h t  o f  t h e  b a l l o o n  C on d o r I .  

A l t h o u� h  t h e  t h e o ry c ann o t  b e  ab s o l u t e l Y  P ro v en b Y  t h e  e x p e r im e n t , i t  � a ins f u rt h e r  
m e r i t  in t h a t  i t  a c c o un t s f o r  s e v e r a l a s  Y e t  un e x P l a in e d  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  P l a in s , in­
c l u d in� t h e  h u� e  f i re P i t s , w h i c h c o u l d  h a v e  b e en u s e d  to P ro d u c e smo k e  an d h o t  a i r  
t o  l i f t  t h e  b a l l o on s , an d t h e  s t ran� e "ne e d l e  an d t h r e a d" s P i r a l d e s i�n , t h a t  c o r­
r e s P o n d s  t o  t h e  me t h o d  u s e d  t o  ma k e  a P Y r am i d a l b a l l o o n  f rom a I on� ro l I o f  c l o t h .  

I t  i s  a s a l u t a rY l e s s o n  t h a t  a f ew mon t h s  o f  c a re f u l re s e a r c h  c an un c o v e r  s u ch a 
w e a l t h o f  e v i d e n c e  f o r  an o r i� in a l an d v i ab l e  e x P l a n a t i o n  o f  a m u c h  s en s a t i o n a l i s e d  
P h enomen o n . A l t h o u� h  t h e  b o o k  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  imP r o v e d b Y  a n  in d e x  an d a s k e t c h o f  
t h e  N a z c a  d raw in�s i n  t o t a l , i t  i s  a v a l u a b l e  c o un t e r  a r� ument t o  t h e  w i l d  c l a ims 
o f  s ome w r i t e rs , an d i s  w r i t t en in a s t Y l e  t h a t  w o u l d  a P P e a l to  t h e  n o n - s P e c i a l i s t  
d e t e r re d  b Y  a m o re t e c h n i c a l P re s en t a t i o n .  
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